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Rani Kumudini 
new SEC 
HYDERABAD: The Pan- 
chayat Raj and Rural De- 
velopment Department 
issued orders appointing 
retired IAS officer | Rani 
Kumudini as the State 
Election Commissioner. 
GO Ms 62 was issued to 
this effect on Tuesday. 
Rani Kumudini will re- 
place C Parthasarathi. A 
1998 batch officer, she 
retired in July 2023 after 
serving in various capac- 
ities with both the State 
and union governments. 


Class VI student 
dies in accident 


KOTHAGUDEM: A Class 
VI student died and five 
others sustained injuries 
when a car rammed an 
auto-rickshaw on the 
outskirts of Sitaram- 
puram on Tuesday. The 
deceased was identified 
as Recha Eshwar (12). 
The incident occurred 
when the car, heading 
towards Paloncha from 
Pusugudem, collided 
with the auto head-on. 
The locals alleged that 
the car driver was under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Police booked a case and 
took up investigation. 


Kolkata gets 
new police chief 


KOLKATA: Senior IPS of- 
ficer Manoj Kumar 
Verma was appointed 
the new Kolkata CP, re- 
placing Vineet Goyal, a 
day after Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee held a 
meeting with agitating 
junior doctors. Director 
of Health Services De- 
bashis Halder, Director 
of Medical Education 
Kaustav Nayak and 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Kolkata Police’s North 
Division Abhishek Gupta 
were also removed. 
NATION PAGE 7 


600 items gifted 
to PM on auction 


NEW DELHI: Over 600 
items, including a metic- 
ulously crafted model of 
the Ram temple in Ayo- 
dhya and aset of 
sporting memorabilia 
from the latest Para- 
lympic Games, gifted to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi have been put up 
for an e-auction. The be- 
ginning of the sixth edi- 
tion of the online auction 
coincided with the 
birthday of Prime Min- 
ister Narendra Modi, 
who turned 74 on 
Tuesday. pr! 


Suspected Mpox 
case in Kerala 


MALAPPURAM: A sus- 
pected case of Mpox in- 
fection was reported 
from Malappuram dis- 
trict of Kerala after a 
man who recently re- 
turned from Dubai 
showed symptoms of 
the disease. State Health 
Minister Veena George 
said that the man on 
noticing the symptoms 
had taken precautionary 
measures by isolating 
himself from his family 
and was currently hospi- 
talised in the Manjeri 
Medical College. et 


UNTIL NEXT TIME! 
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SC puts brakes on 
‘bulldozer justice’ 


Says move against ethos of Constitution 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


There will be no demolition 
of properties, including of 
those accused of crime till 
October 1 without its per- 
mission, the Supreme Court 
said on Tuesday while ob- 
serving that even one in- 
stance of illegal demolition 
was against the “ethos” of 
the Constitution. 

A Bench of Justices BR 
Gavai and KV Viswanathan 
clarified that its order will 
not be applicable to unau- 
thorised structures on pub- 
lic roads, footpaths, rail- 
ways lines or public places 
such as water bodies etc. 

“Stand over to October 1 
at the request of the Solici- 
tor General. However, we 
direct that till the next date, 
no demolition without 
seeking leave of this court,” 
the Bench said. “Even if 
there is one instance of an 
illegal demolition... it is 
against the ethos of our 
Constitution,” the top court 
observed while hearing 
pleas that alleged that the 
properties of the accused 
were being demolished in 


STAND OVER TO OCTOBER 1 AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE SOLICITOR GENERAL. HOWEVER, WE DIRECT 
THAT TILL THE NEXT DATE, NO DEMOLITION 
WITHOUT SEEKING LEAVE OF THIS COURT, EVEN IF 
THERE IS ONE INSTANCE OF AN ILLEGAL 
DEMOLITION... IT IS AGAINST THE ETHOS OF OUR 


CONSTITUTION 


FOR FOOTPATH, WE WILL SAY NOT EVEN A 
NOTICE IS NEEDED. DEMOLISH FORTHWITH EVEN 
IF THERE IS A RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE OF ANY 


RELIGION 


— SUPREME COURT BENCH 


several States illegally. The 
Bench also referred to 
statements made after the 
September 2 hearing in the 
matter during which the 
apex court had said it pro- 
poses to lay down certain 
guidelines on the issue that 
would be enforceable 
across the country. 

“After that order, there 
have been statements that 
the bulldozer will continue 

. and it all depends in 
whose hands the steering 
is,” the Bench said, adding it 
was refraining from saying 
anything further on that. 
“Mr Mehta (solicitor gen- 


Unidentified persons blast 
surplus weir of tank 


STATE BUREAU 


Mancherial 


Unidentified persons 
blasted the surplus weir 
(matthadi) of an irrigation 
tank, locally known as 
Shanigakunta, using deto- 
nators in Chennur on Mon- 


day. Officials of the Irriga- 
tion Department lodged a 
complaint with police. Ina 
statement, the officials said 
that unidentified persons 
blew up the surplus weir 
using explosives, causing 
the draining of water from 
the tank. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Farmer builds bridge across 
stream to reach his field 


T KARNAKAR REDDY 
Medak 


For Kamari Ramulu and his 
son Dattu Kishore, residents 
of Tekmal mandal head- 
quarters, the best proverb to 
frame and hang on their wall 
could be ‘Where there is a 
will, there is a way...’ 
Ramulu owns 15 acres of 
land on one side of a stream 
called Gundu Vagu, which 
would be in full swing for a 
major part of the rainy sea- 
son. Apart from Ramulu, 
many other farmers own 
lands on the other side of 
the stream. Whenever the 
stream comes to life, the 


ie 


The bridge which was built across Gundu Vagu in Medak. 


farmers have to travel some 
five to six kilometres to 
reach their fields. Though a 
60-yard bridge would re- 


duce the distance between 
their fields and village to a 
few meters, there was no 
such bridge. (SEE PAGE 2) 


eral), after these directives 
are laid down, we will seek 
your assistance on this glo- 
rification and grandstand- 
ing... You will assist us on 
how to stop this. If neces- 
sary, we will ask the Elec- 
tion Commission also,” the 
Bench said. The Bench said 
it had made it clear on Sep- 
tember 2 that the court will 
not protect any unautho- 
rised construction on a 
public road or public place. 
Mehta said in one of the 
matters, a footpath was en- 
croached upon, and notices 
were issued before it was 
cleared. 


Hezbollah men 
among 9 killed as 


pagers explode 
BEIRUT 
Hundreds of handheld 


pagers exploded near-si- 
multaneously across 
Lebanon and in parts of 
Syria on Tuesday, killing at 
least nine people, including 
members of the militant 
group Hezbollah and a girl, 
and wounding the Iranian 
ambassador, government 
officials said. 

Officials pointed the fin- 
ger at Israel in what ap- 
peared to be a sophisti- 
cated, remote attack that 
wounded more than 2,700 
people at a time of rising 
tensions across the 
Lebanon border. Israel de- 
clined to comment. 

A Hezbollah official who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity said that the 
new brand of handheld 
pagers used by the group 
first heated up, then ex- 
ploded, killing at least two 
of its members and wound- 
ing others. Lebanon’s 
Health Minister  Firas 
Abiad said at least nine 
people were killed and 
2,750 wounded — 200 of 
them critically. 

(REPORT PAGE 9) 


BRS, Congress, BJP celebrate 
their own version of Sept 17 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Telangana on Tuesday saw 
three different celebrations 
of the same event, the 
merger of the erstwhile Hy- 
derabad State with the In- 
dian union on September 17, 
1948, as each of the three 
major political parties in the 
State had their own versions 
for the day. 

While the BRS commem- 
orated the day with the Na- 
tional Integration Day cele- 
brations at Telangana 
Bhavan, the Congress-led 
State government organised 
its version as the Telangana 
Praja Palana Dinotsavam. 
The BJP, on the other hand, 
was part of the Centre’s ver- 
sion of the day, the Hyder- 
abad Liberation Day, as part 


PM to visit US 
from Sep 21-23 


NEW DELHI 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will pay a three-day 
visit to the US beginning 
September 21 to attend 
Quad Summit and address 
the ‘Summit of the Future’ 
at the UNGA. He will also 
address the Indian commu- 
nity on September 22. pti 


Announcement on 
census soon: Shah 


NEW DELHI 


Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Tuesday that the 
government will “very 
soon” make an announce- 
ment for carrying out the 
census in the country. “We 
will announce it very soon,” 
Shah said in response to a 
question on conducting the 
decadal census of the Indian 
population which has been 
delayed due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Shah, along with I&B 
Minister Ashwini Vaish- 
naw, was addressing a press 
conference to mark the 100 
days of the third tenure of 
the NDA government led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. “We will make all the 
details public when we an- 
nounce the census,” the 
Union Home Minister said 
to questions on the caste 
census. 


Vociferous demands 

India has conducted the 
census every 10 years since 
1881. The first phase of this 
decade’s census was ex- 
pected to begin on April 1, 
2020, but had to be post- 


The first phase of this 
decade’s census was 
expected to begin on 
April 1, 2020, but had 
to be postponed due 

to Covid-19 pandemic 


poned due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Shah’s com- 
ments on the census come 
amid vociferous demands 
from political parties to 
conduct a caste census. In 
the absence of fresh data, 
government agencies are 
still formulating policies 
and allocating subsidies 
based on the data of the 2011 
census. The house listing 
phase of the census and the 
exercise to update the Na- 
tional Population Register 
were scheduled to be car- 
ried out across the country 
from April 1 to September 
30, 2020, but it was post- 
poned due to Covid. 

The entire census and the 
NPR exercise is likely to 
cost the government more 
than Rs 12,000 crore, ac- 
cording to officials. pr 


BRS holds protest across Telangana 


HYDERABAD: The BRS cadre performed palab- 
hishekam to statues and portraits of Telangana Thalli 
across State on Tuesday, protesting against the Con- 
gress’ installation of a statue of Rajiv Gandhi in front of 
the Secretariat. They also staged demonstrations, de- 
manding the Congress government to replace Rajiv 
Gandhi’s statue with the Telangana Thalli as originally 


planned. 


of which programmes were 
organised at Parade 
Grounds. 

Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, speaking at the 
State’s official celebrations 
of Telangana Praja Palana 
Dinotsavam, warned against 
any attempt to derive politi- 
cal mileage from the Telan- 
gana armed struggle and 
said it would be akin to ig- 


(REPORT PAGE 5) 


noring the sacrifices of 
Telangana martyrs of yes- 
teryear by calling it Integra- 
tion Day or Liberation Day. 

Interestingly, his party’s 
headquarters, Gandhi Bha- 
van, celebrated the day as 
Integration Day. Similarly, 
many district units and lead- 
ers of the Congress contin- 
ued to call it Integration 
Day. Not just Gandhi Bha- 


van, even the official X han- 
dle of Telangana Congress 
@INCTelangana also called 
it Integration Day. 

Sharing a few images and 
videos on X, the @INCTe- 
langana said “Telangana In- 
tegration Day celebrations 
at Gandhi Bhavan. TPCC 
president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud, Khairthabad MLA D 
Nagender and others partic- 
ipated...” 

Addressing party leaders 
at Gandhi Bhavan, TPCC 
president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud said the Congress was 
celebrating the day since 
September 17, 1948, as Inte- 
gration Day. However, the 
BJP, which was not even es- 
tablished then, was demand- 
ing to celebrate it as Libera- 
tion Day, he said. 

(SEE PAGE 2) 


Atishi next Delhi CM, 
Kejriwal resigns 


NEW DELHI 


The Aam Aadmi Party led 
by its Chief Minister-desig- 
nate Atishi staked claim to 
form a new government in 
Delhi on Tuesday shortly 
after Arvind Kejriwal re- 
signed from the post, an ef- 
fort seen as a bold gambit to 
seize the initiative ahead of 
Assembly elections due in 
five months. “I will work 
with one goal for the next 
few months... to bring back 
Kejriwal as the Chief Minis- 
ter,” said the 43-year-old, 
who is set to be Delhi’s third 
woman Chief Minister after 
Congress’ Sheila Dikshit 
and BJP’s Sushma Swaraj. 

It was confirmation if any 
were needed that Kejriwal’s 
grip on the party remains 
firm and this move is aimed 
at giving him space to set 
the agenda. Beset by charges 
of corruption over the ex- 
cise scam and released from 
jail last week, the AAP 
supremo submitted his res- 
ignation to Lt Governor VK 
Saxena in the evening, virtu- 
ally seeking a referendum 
on his “politics of honesty”. 

Though Atishi was a fron- 
trunner for the post and 
considered close to both Ke- 
jriwal and his second in 
command Manish Sisodia, 
the speculation over who 
would succeed him was in- 
tense. Ending the debate, 
Kejriwal proposed the name 
of the Kalkaji legislator at a 
meeting of the AAP legisla- 
tive party and it was ac- 
cepted unanimously. Up 
next, the LG will forward 
Kejriwal’s resignation letter 
to President Droupadi 
Murmu for her acceptance. 


AT THE HELM 


AS ATISHI GEARS UP TO BECOME DELHI CM, 
A LOOK AT THE PAST WOMAN CMS OF INDIA 


AAP’s Atishi and Arvind Kejriwal with Lt Governor 


VK Saxena to stake claim for forming new government. 


© Sucheta Kriplani (UP): 

Hesse EST 

© Nandini Satpathy (Odisha): 
1972 to 1976 

© Shashikala Kakodkar (Goa): 
EOD 

© Syeda Anwara Taimur 

(Gesai: TEOKO TEE 

© Janaki Ramachandran 

(ett Meson) EI 

© Jayaram Jayalalithaa 

(Tamil Nadu): 1991 to 1996, 2001, 
2002 to 2006, 2011 to 2014, 2015 
to 2016 

© Vasundhara Raje Scindia 
(Rajasthan): 2003 to 2008, 

2013 to 2018 


He will also send Atishi’s 
letter to form a new govern- 
ment for the President’s 
nod, an official said. Once 
the resignation is accepted, 
the LG will invite Atishi to 
form the government and 
give a date for the oath-tak- 
ing ceremony, the official 
said, adding that the process 
may take a few days. The 
new Chief Minister will 
prove the majority of her 
government in the Delhi As- 
sembly, a session of which 


© Mayawati (Uttar Pradesh): 1995, 


© Rajinder Kaur Bhattal (Punjab): 
IRE EET 

© Rabri Devi (Bihar): 1997 to 1999, 
1999 to 2000, 2000 to 2005 


© Mamata Banerjee 
(MesslseingeN) Aoth! willl ete 
© Anandiben Patel (Gujarat): 
2014 to 2016 


© Mehbooba Mufti (dammu and 
Kashmir): 2016 to 2018 


has been called by the ruling 
AAP dispensation on Sep- 
tember 26-27. 

Atishi, who holds 14 port- 
folios, including Finance, 
Education and Revenue, 
was amongst those holding 
the fort while Kejriwal was 
in jail. “We have staked 
claim to form a new govern- 
ment. I will protect the in- 
terests of Delhi people,” she 
said after Kejriwal’s meeting 
with the LG. 

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 7) 
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FORECAST 
Generally cloudy 
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rain or drizzle 


HYDERABAD 
Vignan’s 
webinar 
V 


Vignan Online, the on- 
line learning arm of Vi- 
gnan’s Foundation for 
Science, Technology & 
Research (deemed-to- 
be-university), will hold 
a live webinar titled 
‘Al’s Job Revolution’ on 
September 18 from 7 
pm. This event will be 
organised under Vig- 
nan Online Experience 
(VOX), the learner’s 
community space of 
Vignan Online. The ses- 
sion will be led by Di- 
panjan Deb, executive 
director of Decision 
Science & Artificial In- 
telligence at Wells 
Fargo. He has over two 
decades of experience, 
a release said. 


Max. tem: 31.2°C 
Min. tem: 23.1°C 
RH: 55% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 


Mahindra 
scholarship 
V 


Mahindra Truck and 
Bus Division (MTBD), a 
part of the Mahindra 
Group, in commemora- 
tion of Drivers Day 
2024, announced a 
scholarship scheme for 
girl child of truck driv- 
ers through the Mahin- 
dra Saarthi Abhiyaan. 
Through this project, 
Mahindra is committed 
to make a small contri- 
bution towards trans- 
forming the lives of 
truck drivers’ meritori- 
ous girls by supporting 
their right to higher ed- 
ucation. Mahindra is 
one of the first com- 
mercial vehicle manu- 
facturers to pioneer 
this initiative. 


HYDERABAD 
Limited time 
offer 

V 


Mindspace SOCIAL has 
announced a new lim- 
ited time offer that lets 
guests buy one drink 
and get the second for 
just Rs 1, Rs 11, or Rs 
111, depending on the 
drink of choice. With 
this new offering, 
Mindspace SOCIAL 
aims to give guests 
more reasons to cele- 
brate, create cherished 
memories, and enjoy 
endless gatherings at 
their neighbourhood 
café. Each SOCIAL out- 
let will have a unique 
menu curated just for 
this offer, adding a 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Few takers for 


seats at ITT-H 


Institute finding it hard to attract top rankers in JEE Advanced 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
HYDERABAD 


In a significant concern for 
the Indian Institute of Tech- 
nology (IIT) Hyderabad, 
none of the top 200 rankers 
in the Joint Entrance Exam- 
ination (JEE) Advanced 
have chosen to enrol in this 
premier institute for the ac- 
ademic year 2024-25. 

Only three of the top 500 
candidates and 41 out of top 
1,000 rankers opted for the 
IIT-Hyderabad, reflecting 
the institution’s inability in 
attracting top rankers in the 
JEE Advanced, one of the 
toughest entrance tests in 
the country. This alarming 
trend has been revealed in 
the Joint Implementation 
Committee report pub- 
lished by the IIT-Madras 
that conducted the JEE Ad- 
vanced 2024. 

In contrast, the IT-Bom- 
bay continued to solidify its 
reputation as the top pick 
for the rankers, with an 
overwhelming 47 out of top 
50 rankers opting the insti- 
tution during the academic 
year 2024-25. Further, 72 out 
of top 100, 100 out of top 200 
and 179 out of top 500 and 
246 out of top 1,000 rankers 
have chosen the IIT-Bom- 
bay. Most of the toppers 
have opted for a career in 
computer science and engi- 
neering at the IIT-Bombay. 

After the IIT-Bombay, the 


Only three of the top 500 candidates and 41 out of top 1,000 rankers opted for the ITT-Hyderabad. 


Allotment of top 1000 rankers across institutes 


Top 50 | Top 200 | Top 1000 


IIT Bombay 72 
IIT Delhi 23 
IIT Kharagpur 

IIT Hyderabad 0 
IITMadras 0 


IIT-Delhi was the only pre- 
mier institution that at- 
tracted two out of top 50 
rankers in the JEE Ad- 
vanced. Similarly, 23 out of 
top 100, 50 out of top 200, 
109 out of top 500 and 204 
out of top 1,000 rankers 
opted for the IIT-Bombay. 
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The IIT-Madras, which 
organised the test, could at- 
tract only two of the top 100 
rankers. 

For the academic year 
2024, a total of 17,760 seats, 
including 3,566 female su- 
pernumerary seats available 
only for female candidates, 


were up for grabs through 
the Joint Seat Allocation Au- 
thority counselling. In the 
fifth (final) round of allot- 
ment, 17,695 seats were al- 
lotted to the candidates. 
Interestingly, according 
to the report, the IIT-Hyder- 
abad, which failed to attract 
JEE Advanced top rankers, 
could successfully fill up all 
its seats. While there were 
595 seats, 597 seats, includ- 
ing supernumerary seats, 
were filled. Of these, 476 are 
boys and 120 were girls. 
The IIT Kharagpur had 
the highest number of ad- 
missions with 1,915 students, 
followed by IIT Varanasi 
with 1,572, IIT Bombay with 
1,371 and IIT Roorkee with 
1,351 seats being filled up. 


Laughter and thrills: 
‘Mathu Vadalara 2’ on mark 


he hilarious enter- 
tainer ‘Mathu- 
vadalara’ is back with 


a sequel helmed by Ritesh 
Rana. In ‘Mathu Vadalara 2’, 
in addition to Sunil and 
Faria Abdullah joining the 
cast, Sri Simha Koduri, 
Satya, and Vennela Kishore 
return from the first film. 

Sequels are always chal- 
lenging and more so when 
the basic tenets for the in- 
troductory movie are hu- 
mour and out-and-out en- 
tertainment. Since the recall 
of the first movie remains 
etched in, the sequel has to 
improve upon and make it 
livelier and more amusing. 
To a large extent, ‘Mathu 
Vadalara 2’ succeeds in en- 
suing this. 

The first half of the movie 
is enjoyable and humorous, 
and it starts off that way. 
Every component comple- 
ments the story’s comedic 
element nicely. Despite 
being a follow-up to the first 
instalment, which debuted 
in 2019, characters are 
brought into the narrative 
through a fresh tale. 

As the second half pro- 
gresses, it becomes increas- 
ingly narrative focused with 
sporadic comedic moments. 
A hilarious climax marks 
the film’s conclusion. 

With the characters Yesu 
and Babu, the film opens 
with a continuation of the 
first part. They both start 
working for the ‘HE’ team of 
the police and as expected 
of them, end up entangled in 
issues. There is the right 
mix of crime and suspense, 
and it really gets laced with 
fun and humour. The main 
focus of the story is how 


they resolve that issue and 
resume their regular lives. 

Technical features are 
passable and product design 
gives the movie a neat 
touch. Songs and_back- 
ground music are both ex- 
cellent. 

In terms of the cast, each 
performer had a strong per- 
formance, and Satya, who 
portrays the character of 
Yesu, steals the show with 
his comedic timing and de- 
livery of lines whenever he 
was on-screen. 

Also, there is some excel- 


Cast: Simha Koduri, Faria Abdullah, Satya, 
Rohini, Sunil and Vennela Kishore 


a 


lent satire that resonates 
with contemporary situa- 
tions about a variety of top- 
ics, such as fan fights and 
daily serials. Overall, this 
movie moves along nicely, 
and it closes with a scene 
that suggests what comes 
next. The comedy woven 
throughout the crime tale 
elevates the film as a whole, 
despite its foundation in 
crime. For all those who 
enjoy comedy films and en- 
joyment, this is a must- 
watch. 

— Nirupama Kodukula 


NALSAR wins Ist 
edition of moot 
court contest 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


NALSAR Hyderabad has 
emerged as winners at the 
first edition of NLSIU- 
SAM-Fintech Moot Court 
Competition that  con- 
cluded at the NLSIU, Ben- 
galuru, campus. 

With an aim to address 
some of the key emerging 
issues in fintech regulation, 
the moot court engaged 
with the students and 
judges on issues linked to 
emerging fintech regula- 
tion, virtual digital assets, 
fractional ownership and 
more. A total of 36 teams 
from colleges across the 
country registered for the 
competition, out of which 
24 teams qualified for the 
oral rounds and engaged in 
arguments addressing the 
issues. 

The final bench was 
presided over by Sajan 
Poovayya, senior advocate, 
Jayna Kothari, senior advo- 
cate, Madhavi Divan, Addi- 
tional Solicitor General, 
Ananth Padmanabhan, 
Dean of Vinayaka Mission’s 
Law School and Shilpa 


36 teams from col- 
leges across the 
country registered 
for the competition, 
out of which 24 
teams qualified 


Mangaldas & Co (SAM & 
Co). 

Shilpa said, “The Fintech 
Conference brought to- 
gether thought leaders from 
the regulator and fintech in- 
dustry to discuss how best 
to address some of these 
legal challenges.” 


Good Opportunity 
Dr. Sudhir Krishnaswamy, 
Vice-Chancellor of NLSIU, 
said, “This collaboration 
with SAM for the Fintech 
Moot Court Competition 
created an outstanding op- 
portunity for students to en- 
gage with some of the most 
complex regulatory chal- 
lenges in the fintech ecosys- 
tem.” 

SAM & Co offered an in- 
ternship to each member of 
the winning team and also 


Office leasing market sees 71% rise in Hyd 


City continues to dominate in the segment, says Knight Frank report 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Nurturing Hyderabad over 
the last decade with focus on 
quality of life and a series of 
measures to improve the in- 
frastructure continue to 
help the city sustain its dom- 
inance in office spaces leas- 
ing. 

The latest report from 
Knight Frank India, the 
country’s premier real es- 
tate consultancy, documents 
that Hyderabad’s office leas- 
ing market experiencing a 
sharp 71 per cent year-on- 
year (YoY) growth, with a 
total of 5 mn sft of area being 
transacted during H1 2024. 
The increase in absorption 
by Global Capability Cen- 
tres (GCCs) and flex space 
operators can be primarily 
attributed for the rise in de- 
mand for large office spaces 
in the city, it says. 

According to Knight 
Frank report, large office 
spaces (1,00,000 sft or more) 
constituted for 61 per cent of 
Hyderabad’s total transac- 
tions in Hl 2024, with 3.08 
million sft transacted. This 
marks a 109 per cent year- 
on-year growth compared to 
1.47 million sft in H1 2023. 

In the first half of 2024, ap- 


Large office spaces (1,00,000 sft or more) constituted for 61 per cent of Hyderabad’s total transactions in H1 2024. 


million sft, occurred in mid- 
sized office spaces ranging 
from 50,000 sft to 1,00,000 
sft. This category experi- 
enced a significant YoY 
growth of 200 per cent, up 
from 0.43 million sft in Hl 
2023. 

Small office spaces, meas- 
uring below 50,000 sft made 


0.67 million sft, the study 
pointed out. Joseph Thilak, 
National Director - Occu- 
pier Strategy and Solutions 
(Hyderabad & Chennai), 
Knight Frank India, points 
out that Hyderabad has seen 
strong growth in demand in 
recent years, reinforcing its 
position as a preferred hub 


exceptional quality of life, 
strong infrastructure, and 
steady influx of top-tier tal- 
ent,” he says. The recovery 
of the Information Technol- 
ogy sector in 2024, along 
with increased hiring activ- 
ity, particularly by GCCs, is 
anticipated to further boost 
commercial leasing demand 


Share of office area 
transacted in Hyd 
across size categories 
during H1-2024 

<50k 

EE 0.67m@ 


>50k and <100k 
RS 1.29 
>100k 


local twist to your 
#drnks experience. at 


Mankar Ahluwalia, partner 
Shardul 


Amarchand 


to the runner-up (Jindal 
Global University). 


proximately 26 per cent of 
transactions, totalling 1.29 


| frompage1 | 


BRS, Cong, BJP celebrate their own version of Sept 17 


A few district Congress units, in- 
cluding those in erstwhile Nalgo- 
nda and Warangal, also celebrated 
the day as Integration Day. 

Meanwhile, union Coal Minister 
G Kishan Reddy, speaking at the 
Hyderabad Liberation Day pro- 
gramme of the Centre, alleged that 
successive governments refused 
to officially celebrate the occasion 
on September 17, due to appease- 
ment and vote bank politics. 

The BRS, which had officially 
celebrated the National Integra- 
tion Day while in power, on Tues- 
day continued the same version 
with party working president KT 
Rama Rao hoisting the national 
flag at Telangana Bhavan here. 
Earlier, he performed a ‘palab- 
hishekam’ to the statue of Telan- 


BRS, which had officially 
celebrated the National 
Integration Day while in 
power, on Tuesday con- 
tinued the same version 


gana Thalli on the Bhavan prem- 
ises to mark the State-wide 
protests launched by the BRS, op- 
posing the State government’s in- 
stallation of a statue of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
front of the Secretariat, where the 
previous government had plans to 
install a statue of Telangana 
Thalli. Stating that Revanth Reddy 
installed Rajiv Gandhi’s statue to 


appease the Congress leadership 
while ignoring Telangana’s senti- 
ments, Rama Rao said the Chief 
Minister had insulted the people 
of Telangana by unveiling Rajiv 
Gandhi’s statue in the place specif- 
ically earmarked for Telangana 
Thalli’s statue. 

Reiterating that once BRS re- 
turned to power, the statue would 
be removed and sent to Gandhi 
Bhavan with full honours, he said 
it would be replaced with the 
statue of Telangana Thalli. 

Rama Rao also ridiculed Re- 
vanth Reddy’s comments on Rajiv 
Gandhi’s contributions to India’s 
technological advancements. 

Stating that the Chief Minister 
lacked basic knowledge, he said it 
was not Rajiv Gandhi, but Charles 


Babbage who invented the com- 
puter. “Similarly, it wasn’t Rajiv 
Gandhi who introduced comput- 
ers to India. 

The Tata Institute of Funda- 
mental Research Automatic Cal- 
culator (TIFRAC) started com- 
puter services in 1956 when Rajiv 
was just 12 years old,” he said, dis- 
missing Revanth’s remarks as un- 
informed rhetoric. 

The BRS working president also 
demanded the immediate release 
of BRS student leaders who were 
arrested during protests against 
the installation of the Rajiv Gandhi 
statue. “These students protested 
peacefully against the disrespect 
shown to Telangana’s heritage. 
They must be released immedi- 
ately,” he said. 


up 13 per cent of transac- 
tions in Hl 2024, totalling 


for businesses. 


“This de- 
mand is fuelled by the city’s 


Joseph Thilak adds. 


Farmer builds bridge across 
stream to reach his field 


During the last rainy season, 
Ramulu could not transplant 
paddy as the stream did not 
allow them to cross for 15 
days. After suffering re- 
peated losses, Ramulu and 
his son Kishore decided to 
build a bridge on their own. 
Since Ramulu knew weld- 
ing and a little bit of carpen- 
try as well, he spent Rs 2 lakh 
to procure cement poles and 
steel to build the bridge. The 
father-son duo built the 
bridge within 20 days before 
the onset of the rainy season. 
When the Gundu Vagu was 
in full swing for the last 20 
days, Ramulu crossed the 
stream without any issues. 


He also allowed other farm- 
ers to use the bridge and 
reach their fields, thus win- 
ning their hearts. 

Ramulu is now preparing 
to lay a sheet on the steel 
bridge to enable two-wheel- 
ers ride along on the bridge 
soon. 

After his work, Ramulu is 
now known as ‘Bridge Ra- 
mulw’ by the local farmers. 
The villagers are now de- 
manding that the govern- 
ment build a permanent 
bridge across the stream to 
put an end to their struggles 
since they can take tractors 
and other heavy vehicles 
across the stream. 


in the coming months, 


BE 3.08un@ 


Unidentified 
persons blast 


surplus weir of 
tank 


They repaired the weir by plac- 
ing sandbags. They lodged a 
complaint with police, who in 
turn registered a case and took 
up investigations. Meanwhile, 
locals alleged that some Con- 
gress leaders intentionally ex- 
ploded the surplus weir of the 
tank in order to occupy the land 
of the water body. While the 
State government was trying to 
protect irrigation tanks by re- 
moving encroachers, certain 
leaders of the Congress party 
blasted the tank with an inten- 
tion to occupy the land, a local 
commented. 
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Grand farewell for Ganesh 


The towering 70 ft Khairatabad Ganesh immersed in Hussain Sagar at 1.45 pm 


CITY BUREAU TREE { 
HYDERABAD HYDERABAD 
Revised list The ‘Shobha Yatra’ of the 70 ft-tall 
released Khairatabad Ganesh idol, a major 


attraction during the Ganesh 
¥ Chaturthi in Hyderabad, which 
The Telangana Public began on Tuesday morning con- 
Service Commission cluded around 1.45 pm with the idol 
(TGPSC) on Tuesday immersion in Hussain Sagar. As per 
released a revised pro- the planned schedule, the immer- 
visional selection list sion was done from crane No 4 in- 
with 596 candidates stalled at NTR Marg, within a 
for recruitment to record time of 10 minutes. 

posts of PET in residen- Meanwhile, the immersion of 
tial educational institu- thousands of Ganesh idols, follow- 
tions societies. The list ing the conclusion of the nine-day 
has been revised after Ganesh Chaturthi festivities, began 
considering relinquish- on a grand scale on Tuesday morn- 
ments of 53 candi- ing. Around 1 lakh idol are expected 
dates. The provisional to be immersed in various water 
selection list after re- bodies this year in the city. 
linquishments and gen- The administration made elabo- 
eral ranking list have rate arrangements for the immer- 
been made available on sion of the idols. Chief Minister A 
https://www.tspsc.go Revanth Reddy took part in the idol 


v.in/. immersion process and inspected 
the arrangements on the ground. 
He directed that special supervi- 
HYDERABAD sion be made at Hussain Sagar and 
Counselli ng other water bodies. The immersion CITY BUREAU gunj, Chatrinaka, Lal Darwaza, 
in the GHMC limits was being su- Hyderabad Gowlipura, Uppuguda, Lalithabagh, Sul- 
rescheduled pervised with 733 CCTV cameras tan Shahi, Ghansi Bazaar, Puranapul, Ali- 
and a total of 15,000 personnel, in- Ganesh idols of different models linedup abad, Phoolbagh and Kabootarkhana 
¥ cluding sanitation, engineering and the old city roads for the finalimmersion made their way to Charminar. The 
The PGLCET 2024 first others, deployed to work in three procession on Tuesday. Since morning Bhagyanagar Ganesh Utsav Committee 


shifts for 24 hours for the event. As 
many as 468 cranes were set up for 
the immersion. Around 25,000 po- 
lice personnel were deployed as 
part of the security arrangements 
for the immersion. The Hyderabad 
Traffic Police put in place traffic re- 
strictions for the smooth conduct of 
the nimmajan, which is expected to 
go on for 24 hours. Hyderabad Po- 
lice Commissioner C V Anand ex- 
pressed confidence that the process 
would conclude by Tuesday mid- 
night. 


had erected a stage at Charminar from 
where the procession was welcomed. The 
AIMIM party leader Mohammed Ghouse 
had put up a welcome stage at Charminar 
and arranged food for the devotees. 

Youngsters danced to the drum beats 
and the DJ music along the procession 
route. The highlight of the procession was 
the truck carrying the Ganesh idol of ‘Pit- 
tallolu Jana Jathi Samaj’ Shamsheergunj 
which was decorated using different vari- 
eties of fruits. Another truck had a replica 
of the machine gun seen in the Bollywood 
movie ‘Animal’. 


idols started making their way towards 
Hussain Sagar from older parts of the city 
even as the procession gained momentum 
after the Balapur Ganesh passed the 
Charminar around 2 pm. 

Amidst tight security, the Balapur 
Ganesh was escorted through the Bala- 
pur, Keshavgiri, Chandrayangutta, 
Falaknuma, Aliabad, Shahalibanda, 
Charminar and Nayapul. The idol crossed 
the Nayapul bridge around 2.30 pm. 
Thousands of people walked alongside 
the truck carrying the Balapur Ganesh. 

Later, several idols from Shamsheer- 


‘Laddw’ at Richmond 
Villas fetches Rs 1.87cr! 


phase admission coun- 
selling for LLM courses 
has been rescheduled 
with last date for online 
registration-cum-veri- 
fication being Sept 24. 
Web options will be 
available on Sept 26 
and 27, and they can be 
edited on Sept 28. A 
provisional selection 
list will be released on 
September 30. 


Thousands of devotees take part in the Ganesh idol immersion procession as it makes its way 
through the main thoroughfares, on Tuesday. Around one lakh idols are expected to be immersed 
in various water bodies across the city. — Photos: Anand Dharmana & Surya Sridhar 


MJ Market 
decorated 
with lights, 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The city outskirts and 
colonies, particularly those 
in the vicinity of water bod- 
ies, witnessed joyous cele- 
brations with devotees tak- 
ing part in immersion 
festivities on Tuesday. 
While most individual 
households had already im- 
mersed their Ganesh idols 
in the last few days, on 
Tuesday, it was the turn of 
large-sized idols from resi- 


dential colony youth associ- 
ations located in and 
around Uppal, Nagole, 


Peerzadiguda, Saroornagar, 
Ramanthapur, Keesara, 
Safilguda and Kapra munic- 
ipality, to complete the im- 
mersion rituals. 

The immersion celebra- 
tions were conducted 
amidst elaborate security 
measures. To ensure the 
huge Ganesh idols were im- 
mersed fittingly, cranes 


151 varieties of ‘naivedyams’ 


STATE BUREAU 
Sangareddy 


Devotees in the erstwhile 
Medak district appear to 
have set a new trend this 
year by offering 151 varieties 
of ‘naivedyams’ to the Lord. 

In some villages, there 
were 51 and 101 offerings too. 
Though the devotees do not 
know who exactly began 
this trend, everyone began 
following it. On Tuesday, 
devotees of Pedda Sha- 
naramapet offered 102 types 
of prasadams which include 
51 hot and 51 sweet varieties. 

Madhava Nagar Colony 
Ganesh Utsav committee 
made these prasadams. 
Devotees of Sikh Wada in 
Sangareddy prepared 51 of- 
ferings on Monday while 


were provided at all the 
major water bodies includ- 
ing Kapra lake, mini-tank 
bund at Safilguda, Pedda 


Cheruvu, Ramanthapur, 
Nalla Cheruvu, Uppal, Sa- 
roornagar Cheruvu and 
Durgam Cheruvu. Idols 
from colonies in Moula Ali, 
Lalapet, Malkajgiri were im- 
mersed in Safilguda lake 
while those in Dr A S Rao 
Nagar, ECIL, Neredmet and 
RK Puram were immersed 
in the Kapra lake. In 
Shamirpet lake, small and 
big idols from Alwal, 
Trimulgherry, Lothukunta, 
Bollaram and Risalabazar 
were immersed. Big idols 
from Habsiguda, Tarnaka, 
Nacharam and Nagole were 
immersed in Ramanthapur 
lake, Uppal Cheruvu. 
Saroornagar lake was the 
most preferred destination 
for Ganesh idols from Dil- 
sukhnagar, Chaitanyapuri, 
Moosarambagh, Malakpet, 
Kothapet and LB Nagar. 


HYDERABAD: The Ganesh 
banners laddu from Keerthi Rich- Balapur laddu goes 
mond Villas in Bandlaguda for Rs 30.01 lakh 
CITY BUREAU here has hit the headlines yet HYDERABAD: Shattering 
Hyderabad again for its expensive bid in previous records, the Bal- 


The immersion procession 
at MJ Market is one of the 
most anticipated events 
every year in Hyderabad. 
Idol processions from var- 
ious neighbourhoods 
around the city converge at 
this historical marketplace 
before moving towards the 
immersion points at Hus- 
sain Sagar. 

The roads leading to MJ 
Market were decorated 
with lights and banners, 
while floats carrying beau- 
tifully adorned idols made 
their way through the 
crowded streets. Idols of 
Lord Ganesh, ranging from 
small family idols to big 
community ones, carried in 
decorated vehicles moved 
slowly towards Tank Bund. 

These vehicles, adorned 
with flowers and lights, 
also became mobile plat- 
forms for devotees and 
artists to perform rituals, 
dance, and sing devotional 
songs. Drummers and local 
musicians accompanied 
the processions, adding to 
the festive energy as peo- 
ple chanted ‘Ganpati Bappa 
Morya’. Many were seen 
carrying smaller and 
unique design idols on 
their heads or shoulders to 
for immersion. 


Devotees offered 102 varities of ‘naivedyams to Lord Ganesh in 
Pedda Shankarampet of Medak district on Tuesday. 


another utsav committee in 
Chinna Shankarampet of- 
fered 101 types of prasadams 
on Sunday. The ustav com- 
mittees across Medak dis- 


trict followed the trend this 
year with women members 
actively participating in he 
process of preparing a vari- 
ety of prasadams. 


Over 20,000 cops deployed 


HYDERABAD: Ganesh idol immersion proces- 
sion was passing off peacefully in the city under 
the watchful eyes of the 20,000 strong police 
force said City Police Commissioner, CV Anand, 
here on Tuesday. Interacting with the media, he 
said the police had started planning for the 
mega event for a few months, and with the help 
of other government departments and the coop- 
eration of the public, the process was going on 
smoothly. On the Khairatabad Ganesh idol im- 
mersion, he said. “It happened because of hard 
work of our officers who had spent a whole day 
planning the journey of the 70 feet idol.” The po- 
lice expect the main roads in the city to be free 
for movement of regular traffic by Wednesday 
morning. “A separate holding area on Necklace 
Road is earmarked for idols that reach Hussain 
Sagar in late night hours,” he said. 


Two drown 
in separate 
incidents 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Two persons drowned 
during the immersion fes- 
tivities on Tuesday. In 
Nizamabad, B Yesaiah (25) 
drowned in a pond while 
immersing the idol in Lin- 
gareddypeta village of Yel- 
lareddy mandal. 

According to reports, 
Yesaiah, went to immerse 
the idol at a local pond and 
accidently fell into the 
water body. His body was 
recovered in the wee hours 
of Tuesday. In another in- 
cident, a youth lost his life 
after accidentally slipping 
into a pond in Yadadri 
Bhongir district. He was 
identified as Praveen from 
Jiblak Palli in Bhoodan 
Pochampally mandal. Eye- 
witnesses said Praveen 
slipped while taking a dip 
in the pond. Due to the 
depth, onlookers were un- 
able to rescue him. 


DGP monitors 


procession 


HYDERABAD: Director General of 
Police Dr Jitender reviewed the im- 
mersion procession from the Con- 
trol Centre at Lakdikapul DGP office. 
Speaking to reporters, Dr Jitender 
stated that coordination meetings 
were held during the last few weeks 
as part of the preparatory meas- 
ures. He said the government had 
made necessary arrangements for 
the immersion process. Dr Jitender 
stated that the immersion process 
had been completed in other impor- 
tant areas of the State and that ef- 
forts were being made to complete 
the immersion as soon as possible 
as Wednesday is a working day. 


0 STATE BANK OF INDIA 


Alampally Road Branch-21830, Vikarabad, Rangareddy Dist 


POSSESSION NOTICE (SYMBOLIC) “LEGAL HEIRS” 
Under Rule 8 (1) and (2) (For immovable property) 
Where as The undersigned being the authorized officer of the State Bank of India, 
Alampally Branch, Rangareddy Dist, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of 
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (Second) Act, 2002 (Ord. 3 of 
2002) and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of 
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice Dated 
22.05.2024 calling up on the borrower, 
Late Konapuram Jangaiah S/o Shivaiah Passed Away, “legal Heirs” 
To, 
1. Smt Konapuram Suvarna W/o Late Konapuram Jangaiah 
H.No.4-3-29, Baack Quarters, Ananthagiri Road, Vikarabad, Rangareddy Dist- 501101 
2. Konapuram Kirthi D/o Late Konapuram Jangaiah. 
3. Konapuram Raj Kumar D/o Late Konapuram Jangaiah. Also at: H.No. 4-3-29, 
Baack Quarters, Ananthagiri Road, Vikarabad, Rangareddy Dist- 501101 
4. Konapuram Shashank S/o Late Konapuram Jangaiah 2, 3 & 4 Adress: 4-3-29, 
Baack Quarters, Ananthagiri Road, Vikarabad, Rangareddy Dist- 501101 
AIC: 62436049508 
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.7,48,721/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs 
Forty Eight Thousand Seven Hundred and Twenty One Only) as on 21.05.2024 + 
interest + other incidental expenses wherever applicable & expenses within 60 days 
from the date of receipt of the said notice 
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower 
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property 
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) 
of the said Ordinance’ read with Rule 8 of the said rules on 11.09.2024 
The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned 
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the 
charge of the State Bank of India, Alampally Branch, Rangareddy Dist, for an amount of 
being Rs.8,66,409/- (Rupees Eight Lakhs Sixty Six Thousand Four Hundred and 
Nine Only) as on 11.09.2024 + interest + other incidental expenses wherever applicable. 
The borrowers attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of 
the SARFAESI Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. 
DESCRIPTION OF MOVABLE & IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 
All the part and Parcel of the existing RCC Roofed Residential Building having Plinth 
Area Part in Survey No. 84 and 88, Ward No. 4, Block No. 12, Near H.No. 4-12-400, Vide 
LP No.90/97, admeasuring 133.33 Square yards or 111.48 Square meters Situated at 
Gangaram Village, Vikarabad Town and Municipality, Rangareddy dist Falling Under the 
Jurisdiction of District Registration Rangareddy and Sub Registrar Vikarabad. Belonging 
to Sri Konapuram jangaiah S/o Shivaiah Vide Sale Deed Document No. 5025/2008 Dated 
at 04.10.2008 and 
: North : 33' Feet Road, South : Plot No.51, East : Plot No 47/Part, 
West : Plot No 46 
Place: Vikarabad 
Date: 11.09.2024 


Authorized Officer 
State Bank of India 


the State. The laddu 
prasadam went under ham- 
mer for a staggering Rs 1.87 


apur Ganesh laddu 
fetched Rs 30.01 lakh, 
which was Rs 3.01 lakh 


more than last year. 

In the auction organ- 
ized by Balapur Ganesh 
Utsav Samithi, BJP Telan- 
gana executive member 
and Balapur local, Kolan 
Shankar Reddy success- 
fully bid for the 21-kg 
Bangaru laddu. The 
Ganesh Utsav Samithi 
which commenced the 
auction at Rs 1,116 saw 
bids touching Rs 30.01 
lakh in no time and 
Shankar Reddy came out 
successful. Last year, 
Dasari Dayananda Reddy 
of Turkayamjal in Ranga 
Reddy district got the 
laddu for Rs 27 lakh. 


crore, marking an increase of 
Rs 61 lakh compared to last 
year. The organisers who 
conducted the laddu auction 
on Monday night saw intense 
bids from the devotees, 
pushing the price to anew 
record. However, the organ- 
isers did not reveal the name 
of the successful bidder. Last 
year, the laddu fetched the 
organisers Rs 1.26 crore. In 
2022, it went under hammer 
for Rs.60 lakh. According to 
organisers, the money gen- 
erated through the auction- 
ing of the laddu were being 
used for the multiple devel- 
opmental projects in the area 
and welfare of the economi- 
cally weaker sections. 


| MATURI VENKATA SUBBA RAO (MVSR) ENGINEERING COLLEGE he] 
Nadergul, Hyderabad-501510 
(Sponsored by Matrusri Education Society, races 
(Approved by AICTE, Affiliated to Osmania University, 
(An Autonomous Institution) Non-minority Institution 
“Admission Notification for the Academic year 2024-25" 
MBA - First Year — Category B - 18 Seats. 
For Details visit college website: www.mvsrec.edu.in 
Eligible candidates can obtain application forms from the college website (for online 
submission) or college office on any working day between 11:00AM & 3:00PM. 
The application registration fee of Rs. 3,000 is non-refundable. 
The last date for receipt of application is 25-09-2024. Latest by 3:00PM at college 
office. The admissions will be made as per TGCHE guidelines. 
Date: 18.09.2024 


Sd/- Secretary 


ANWARUL ULOOM COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT 


Approved by AICTE, Affiliated to Osmania University &Recognised by Govt.of TS 
New Mallepally Hyderabad 500001. 
( Muslim Minority Institution) 
ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION 
For category “B” Seats (Management Quota) 

| MBA T3800 
[| MCASF) [60 | 
Admissions will be made on merit in order of preference as per Telangana State 
Norms. 

Application can be obtained and submitted from the college on all working days 
from 20/09/2024 to 03/10/2024, between 10 am to 4 pm on payment of Rs.1000/- 
towards application and registration. Tution Fee Fix by TAFRC Telangana: 
Rs.75000/-per year for MBA and Rs.27000/-for MCA, Further Details contact: 
040-23340208, 7780606642, and 9885062290. 


ANWARUL ULOOM COLLEGE FOR 
COMPUTER STUDIES 


Unive 


Approved by AICTE, Affiliated to Osman 
lepally a 
im Minority Institution) 


ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION 


For category “B” Seats (Management Quota) 
COURSE TOTAL INTAKE “B” CATEGORY 
MBA 60 18 


ty &Recognised by Govt.of TS 
d 500001 


Admissions will be made on merit in order of preference as per Telangana State 
Norms. 

Application can be obtained and submitted from the college on all working days 
from 20/09/2024 to 03/10/2024, between 10 am to 4 pm on payment of 
Rs.1000/- towards application and registration. Tution Fee Fix by TAFRC 
Telangana: Rs.70000/-per year for MBA Further Details contact: 040- 
23340208, 7780606642, and 9885062290. 
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HYDERABAD 
Vigilance 
chief named 
YW 


Retired IAS officer MG 
Gopal has been ap- 
pointed as Vigilance 
Commissioner for 
three years. Chief Sec- 
retary A Santhi Kumari 
issued orders to this ef- 
fect on Tuesday. 


MEDAK 

Man dies by 
suicide 

V 


A labourer died, al- 
legedly by suicide, 
under the wheels of a 
speeding train at 
Akkannapet railway 
station. Venkatapuram 
Shivaramulu (32), a 
resident of Golparthy in 
Ramayampet mandal, 
was working as a 
labourer in a local gas 
company, and was said 
to be struggling finan- 
cially. In a state of de- 
pression, he left home 
on Monday night and 
was found dead on the 
railway tracks the fol- 
lowing day. 


News from 


oe 


Rains 34% above 
normal in State 


Southwest monsoon likely to extend until late September: IMD 


D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO 
HYDERABAD 


The State has witnessed an 
exceptionally wet monsoon 
season this year, with rain- 
fall recorded at 34 per cent 
above normal level. The 
State has received a cumula- 
tive rainfall of 898.1 mm 
from June 1 to September 17, 
compared to the normal 
668.6 mm for this period. 

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has indi- 
cated that the southwest 
monsoon, which typically 
retreats from the Northwest 
by September 17, may ex- 
tend its stay briefly due to 
the development of another 
low-pressure system over 
the Bay of Bengal later this 
month. 

This could lead to contin- 
ued rainfall in Telangana 
and other parts of South 
India until late September. 
Several districts in Telan- 
gana have experienced sig- 
nificant deviations from 
normal rainfall levels. The 
districts of Wanaparthy, 
Narayanpet, Mahabubnagar, 
Jogulamba Gadwal and Na- 
garkurnool have seen large 
excesses in rainfall, with de- 


viations ranging from 78 per 
cent to 102 per cent. 

The districts of Ka- 
mareddy, Hanamkonda, 
Yadadri Bhongir, Jangaon, 
Kumram Bheem, Adilabad 
and Mancherial received 
normal rainfall while the re- 
maining 21 districts experi- 
enced excess rainfall rang- 
ing from 20 per cent to 59 
per cent. 

The heavy rains have led 
to catastrophic deluges and 
flooding in parts of Telan- 
gana, causing significant dis- 
ruptions and damage. The 


Greater Hyderabad Munici- 
pal Corporation (GHMC) 
area recorded 693.6 mm of 
rainfall, a 27 per cent devia- 
tion from the normal 547.8 
mm. 

Meteorologists predict 
that the monsoon with- 
drawal process, which be- 
gins from Western Ra- 
jasthan, will bring an end to 
the four months of seasonal 
rains by mid-October. How- 
ever, the development of 
low-pressure systems could 
cause deviations from this 
timeline. With the monsoon 


Tracking 
monsoon 


© Normal rainfall 
recorded in seven 
districts 


© Large excess 
recorded in five 
districts 


© 21 districts receive 
excess rainfall 


© Cumulative 
rainfall of 898.1 
mm recorded from 
June to Sept 17 


season extending beyond its 
usual period, Telangana 
continues to brace for more 
rainfall. Authorities are on 
high alert to manage the po- 
tential impacts of prolonged 
rains and ensure the safety 
of people in the district that 
receives rainfall in excess 
and in large excess with 
focus on the five districts - 
Mahabubabad, Khammam, 
Mulugu, Bhadradri Koth- 
agudem and _ Suryapet 
wherein cloudbursts 
wreaked vengeance in the 
first week of this month. 


BRS awaits Speaker’s 
decision on defected MLAs 


Party reportedly considering filing similar 
legal action against seven other turncoats 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) has decided to adopt 
a cautious approach in the 
wake of the Telangana High 
Court’s directive to the As- 
sembly Speaker regarding 
the disqualification pleas 
against three BRS MLAs 
who defected to the ruling 
Congress. The court had on 
September 8 instructed the 
Speaker to decide on the 
pleas within four weeks, 
cautioning that failure to do 
so would result in the case 
being reopened suo moto. 
The disqualification pleas 
pertain to MLAs Danam Na- 
gender, Kadiyam Srihari, 
and Tellam Venkat Rao, 
who were elected on BRS 
tickets but later switched al- 
legiance to the Congress. In 
response to the court’s or- 
ders, the BRS leadership has 
chosen to bide its time, 
awaiting the Speaker’s deci- 
sion on the disqualification 
petitions. Sources suggest 
the party is prepared to es- 
calate the matter legally if 
the ruling is not in their 
favour. While publicly 
countering the Congress’ 
tactics to avoid disqualifica- 
tion of the defected MLAs, 
the BRS is reportedly con- 
sidering filing similar legal 
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In case of no 
favourable 
outcome, we will 
pursue our 
options in the 
Supreme Court 


— BRS LEGAL CELL 
LEADER 


action against seven other 
defected MLAs. Party insid- 
ers indicate that BRS will 
first await the Speaker’s de- 
cision on the three initial 
cases before making any 
further moves. Should the 
outcome be unfavourable, 
the BRS is ready to ap- 
proach the High Court and, 
if necessary, the SC. 

The High Court’s ruling 
came after BRS MLAs KP 
Vivekananda and _ Padi 
Kaushik Reddy, along with 
BJP MLA A Maheshwar 
Reddy, filed petitions ques- 
tioning the inaction of the 
Telangana Legislative As- 
sembly Speaker on the dis- 
qualification pleas. The ab- 
sence of updates on the 
status of these pleas 
prompted the court to in- 
struct the Assembly Secre- 


tary to place the disqualifi- 
cation files before the 
Speaker, ensuring a decision 
is made within four weeks. 

“As the HC gave clear in- 
structions with regard to the 
petitions, the BRS has de- 
cided to wait till the dead- 
line is completed. If the 
Speaker decides to act 
against the defected MLAs, 
it will set a precedent for the 
disqualification of the re- 
maining seven MLAs. If 
there is no decisive action, 
the HC will reopen the case 
suo moto. If he calls for a 
hearing, but keeps postpon- 
ing the decision, we can still 
approach the High Court. In 
case of no favourable out- 
come, we will pursue our 
options in the Supreme 
Court,” a BRS legal cell 
leader told Telangana 
Today. 

Meanwhile, BRS chief K 
Chandrashekhar Rao re- 
portedly asked the party 
leaders to leave no stone un- 
turned to expose the duplic- 
ity of the Congress at every 
possible juncture. The BRS 
leaders were also instructed 
to aggressively counter the 
Congress tactics to divert 
attention from the issue, 
rather than taking a soft 
route, especially after the at- 
tack on Huzurabad MLA 
Padi Kaushik Reddy. 


Irrigation challenges persist 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Despite receiving 34 per 
cent above-average rainfall 
during the southwest mon- 
soon, Telangana continues 
to face significant irrigation 
challenges. 

Kharif crop area was im- 
pacted due to water man- 
agement issues, and these 
challenges are expected to 
persist through Rabi. De- 
signed to irrigate over 18.26 
lakh acres across districts, 
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga- 
tion Scheme is partially op- 
erational due to lack of ap- 
proval from the NDSA and 
the State government. Oper- 
ations from Medigadda bar- 
rage have not resumed, lim- 
iting the project’s full 
potential. The Sitarama LI 
Scheme which aims to pro- 
vide irrigation to Khammam 
and Bhadradri Kothagudem 
utilises water from Go- 
davari to irrigate about 2 


Current reservoir levels 


KRISHNA BASIN 


GODAVARI BASIN 


1. Jurala Project: 9.44 tme (Gross capacity: 9.66 tmc) 


) 


3. Nagarjuna Sagar Project: 311.5 tme (Gross capacity: 312 tmc) 


1. Singur: 29.91 tme (Gross capacity: 29.47 tme) 


lakh acres, but it is yet to be- 
come operational fully. 
While the abundant rains 
have filled reservoirs in both 
Godavari and Krishna 
basins, operational chal- 
lenges persist. Close to 
3,000 tmc of water has 
flowed down the State’s 
projects so far in the two 
basins, but the State is still in 
the process of streamlining 


7. Sitamma Sagar: 36.57 tme ( Present Levels 


the supply system and irri- 
gation schedules. The delay 
in approvals and incomplete 
project implementations 
hinder the full utilisation of 
available water resources. 
Jurala, Srisailam and NSP 
are full to their capacity, 
promising adequate sup- 
plies for the next two sea- 
sons, provided resources 
are effectively managed. 


Row over statue: BRS cadre 
stage State-wid 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The BRS cadre performed 
‘palabhishekam’ to statues 
and portraits of Telangana 
Talli in the headquarters of 
all districts, mandals and 
constituencies on Tuesday, 
protesting against the Con- 
gress government’s installa- 
tion of a statue of Rajiv 
Gandhi in front of the Secre- 
tariat. 

They also staged demon- 
strations, demanding the 
Congress government to re- 
place Rajiv Gandhi’s statue 
with the Telangana Talli as 
originally planned. 

At Telangana Bhavan, 
apart from BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao, 
Leader of Opposition in 
Legislative Council S Mad- 
husudan Chari, former Min- 
isters V Srinivas Goud, G Ja- 
gadish Reddy, Ch Malla 
Reddy and Gangula Ka- 
malakar, MLAs_ Kaleru 
Venkatesh, Palla Rajeshwar 
Reddy, and former MP Mal- 
othu Kavitha paid floral trib- 
utes to Telangana Talli. 

Former Ministers T Har- 
ish Rao, Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy, S Niranjan Reddy 
and other senior leaders 
also. performed  ‘palab- 
hishekam’ to the statue of 
Telangana Talli and joined 
protests in their respective 
constituencies. Several 


an Sy 


e protests 


{ 
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BRS working president KT Rama Rao performing 'palabhishekam' 
to the Telangana Talli statue in Hyderabad on Tuesday. 


Telangana activists and BRS 
supporters joined the 
protests staged by the BRS 
cadre across the State and 
strongly opposed the Con- 
gress government’s deci- 
sion. They questioned why 


Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and other Congress 
leaders did not install the 
statue of Rajiv Gandhi at the 
TPCC headquarters in 
Gandhi Bhavan till date, if 
they respected him. 


State’s history 
distorted, says 
Kishan 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Union Coal Minister G 
Kishan Reddy alleged that 
successive governments 
refused to officially cele- 
brate the occasion on Sep- 
tember 17, due to appease- 
ment and vote’ bank 
politics. 

Addressing the gather- 
ing after hoisting the na- 
tional flag on the occasion 
of ‘Hyderabad Liberation 
Day’ organised by the Cen- 
tre on the anniversary of 
the merger of the erstwhile 
Hyderabad State with the 
Indian union on Septem- 
ber 17, 1948, at Parade 
Ground on Tuesday, Kis- 
han Reddy alleged that the 
previous rulers distorted 
history to suppress facts 
about the sacrifices of mar- 
tyrs and the repression by 
Nizam and Razakars. Kis- 
han Reddy said though the 
State government refused 
to officially celebrate Sep- 
tember 17, the Centre took 
the initiative to celebrate 
Hyderabad Liberation Day 
in 2022. Union Minister of 
State for Home Bandi San- 
jay said not celebrating the 
Liberation Day amounted 
to insulting the sacrifices 
of the martyrs. The event 
saw a march-past by Cen- 
tral Armed Police Forces. 


Get police vehicles back on roads, KTR to govt 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao rebuked the Con- 
gress government for failing 
to clear pending fuel bills for 
eight months, leaving many 


police vehicles across the 
State non-functional. He 
cited the recent decision of 
the petrol bunks association 
in Godavarikhani to stop 
supplying fuel to vehicles, as 
an indication of the dire sit- 
uation. “Forget about having 


a fully functional Home 
Minister and a stable Police 
Department, even police ve- 
hicles are not functioning 
properly in Telangana,” 
Rama Rao posted on X. He 
pointed out that this issue is 
not isolated, but is prevalent 


across Telangana. He urged 
the State government to re- 
solve the issue at the earli- 
est. “If you can’t bring back 
State’s law and order situa- 
tion on track, at least get the 
police vehicles back on the 
roads,” he demanded. 


PRAJA PALANA: STUDENTS BEAR THE BRUNT 


Following poor response to Congress party’s Praja Palana programme, students were mobilised and transported in auto trolleys 
and DCM vans in Mahabubabad on Tuesday. 
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‘Revanth projecting 


State in bad 


STATE BUREAU 
Medak 


Former Minister T Harish 
Rao said Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy came to 
power making his lies as a 
base since he had made sev- 
eral false promises which he 
could not implement until 
now. The Chief Minister 
was continuing to repeat 
the same lies even 10 
months after coming to 
power, he said. 

Citing Revanth’s state- 
ment on the loans borrowed 
during the BRS regime, Rao 
said the BRS government 
had borrowed just Rs 4.26 
lakh crore, but Revanth said 
time and again that the BRS 
government had borrowed 
Rs 6.85 lakh crore. 

Speaking to news re- 
porters in Medak on Tues- 
day, Harish Rao said Re- 
vanth Reddy had however 
taken the figure to over Rs 7 


light’ 


T Harish Rao addressing 
mediapersons on Tuesday. 


lakh crore during the Praja 
Palana programme organ- 
ised on the occasion of Sep- 
tember 17. Though he had 
clarified to everyone in the 
Assembly on the loans bor- 
rowed by the BRS govern- 
ment, Revanth Reddy con- 
tinued to spread lies. 

Rao lashed out at the 
Chief Minister for project- 
ing the State in bad light ina 
bid to malign the BRS for 
political gains. 


Don’t derive political mileage 
from TG armed struggle: CM 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy said the government 
had decided to celebrate 
September 17 as ‘Praja 
Palana Dinotsavam’ after 
careful thought and that it 
would be foolish if anyone 
tried to derive political 
mileage from the Telangana 
armed struggle. There were 
differences of opinion on 
defining the auspicious day. 
While, some called it Inte- 
gration Day, others cele- 
brated it as Liberation Day. 
The State government ob- 
served that it was wrong to 
act in such a way as to ig- 
nore the sacrifices of Telan- 
gana martyrs of yesteryear 
by calling it Integration Day 
or Liberation Day, he said at 
the ‘Praja Palana Dinot- 
savam’ programme here on 
Tuesday. “The State gov- 


Says State government observed that it 
was wrong to ignore the sacrifices of 
Telangana martyrs by calling September 
17 Integration Day or Liberation Day 


ernment linked the histori- 
cal day to people and called 
it Praja Palana Dinotsavam,” 
Revanth said. 

Stating that the govern- 
ment was trying to do its 
best to improve the financial 
situation through debt re- 
structuring, the Chief Min- 
ister said he had visited 
Delhi many times to get 
Central funds. “I met the 
Prime Minister and others 
but some political forces are 
criticising my Delhi tours. I 
am not going to Delhi for my 
personal work. Delhi is not 
in Pakistan or Bangladesh,” 
he said. “It is our right to 
seek the State’s share from 


the taxes. I will go to Delhi 
many times to claim the 
State’s share. Strong argu- 
ments were made before the 
16th Finance Commission 
for more funds and 50 per 
cent share in Central taxes,” 
he said. Stating that the gov- 
ernment was setting up a 
‘Pravasi Prajavani Kendra’ 
in Praja Bhavan as part of 
Prajavani to address the 
grievances of Gulf workers 
and also Telangana citizens 
working in other countries 
quickly, he said a committee 
to study the plights of the 
Gulf workers and prepare 
long-term plans would also 
be set up. 
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Boost for 
basmati farmers 


asmati — the premium long-grain rice vari- 

ety famed for its aroma — is uniquely Indian 

and consistently enjoys dominance in the in- 

ternational consumer market. India is the 
world’s largest basmati producer — 6.5 million 
tonnes annually — and exports around 5 million 
tonnes yearly, primarily to the European, Middle- 
Eastern and North American markets. The Centre’s 
recent decision to do away with the Minimum Ex- 
port Price (MEP) for basmati rice is a welcome move 
as it provides much-needed relief to the farmers and 
will help boost the country’s share in the global pre- 
mium rice market. Basmati farmers have been grap- 
pling with rising production costs and debts on the 
one hand and growing competitiveness in the inter- 
national markets on the other. They have been de- 
manding the easing of the floor price restrictions so 
that they can compete in the international markets 
more effectively. Last year, the Centre set an MEP of 
$1,200 a tonne and later cut it to $950 a tonne. As sup- 
plies picked up since then, exporters urged the gov- 
ernment to either cut or remove the MEP to ensure 
farmers do not get saddled 
with large stocks when the 
new crop arrives in a month. 
The decision to remove the 
MEP will help India export 
basmati rice in large quanti- 
ties and ensure good returns 
to farmers. The move also 
marks a significant shift in 
the country’s agricultural 
and export strategy. As the 
new basmati crop season ap- 
proaches, this timely policy adjustment could be a 
game-changer for both exporters and farmers. 

Historically, India has set a floor price for basmati 

rice exports to ensure premium pricing in interna- 
tional markets. However, the previous floor prices 
placed Indian exporters at a disadvantage in a highly 
competitive global market. With Pakistan as the only 
other major producer of basmati rice, the price floor 
restricted India’s ability to compete effectively on 
price, particularly in key markets such as Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, the United States and Europe. The removal 
of the MEP addresses this issue directly, allowing 
India to export basmati rice at more competitive 
rates. Without the burden of surplus stocks from the 
previous season, farmers can now expect smoother 
sales and better prices for their produce. The timing 
is particularly important because farmers have been 
dealing with increased input costs, especially for fuel 
and fertilizers, which have eaten into their profits. 
India’s decision also reflects a larger strategy to re- 
gain its share in the international basmati market. 
The country has long held a dominant position in the 
premium rice sector, thanks to the unique qualities 
of its basmati varieties. However, price constraints 
have limited its ability to capitalise on global demand 
fully. By eliminating the MEP, India can now cater to 
a broader range of buyers, particularly those seeking 
more affordable basmati varieties priced at around 
$700 per tonne. 


The decision to 
remove MEP will 
help India export 
basmati rice in 


large quantities 
and ensure 
good returns 
to farmers 
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HYDERABAD, Wednesday, September 18, 2024 


6 We were able to 
improve the 
balance to 40 per cent 
women and 60 per cent 
men. And it shows that 


work to do 


—as much as we 
have achieved — there 
is still so much more 


URSULA VON DER LEYEN 


European Union chief 


Bulldozer can’t be 
justice. Bulldozer was 
unconstitutional. | thank 


Only a free and fair 
election can ensure the 
political empowerment 


SC for this direction of the people. Reforms 

that has stopped must be made in the 

bulldozers. CM, UP Election Commission, 

govt and people of the public administration 

BUP glorified ‘bulldozer’ and security 

as if this is justice agencies 69 
TARIQUE RAHMAN 


AKHILESH YADAV 
Samajwadi Party chief 


BNP’s acting chairman 


If Kafka endured today’s wars 


Embracing 
life-sustaining hope 
alone can guide us 
to end suffering — 
the message Kafka 
conveys 


B MARIA KUMAR 


often find myself visiting Neck- 

lace Mall in Secunderabad, a pop- 

ular hangout just a stone’s throw 

from my home. I don’t go there 
for the typical shopping spree or to be 
part of the bustling crowd, but rather 
for the simple pleasure of sitting qui- 
etly in a solitary corner, enjoying a 
warm cup of filter coffee. It was during 
one of these serene pauses, seated in 
my usual spot, that I began recalling 
something peculiar. 

The land where this modern mall 
and its adjoining complex stand today 
was once the site of a well-known clus- 
ter of machine-making workshops. 
They were part of Praga Tools, a public 
sector undertaking I’ve been familiar 
with for decades. The memory of that 
iconic industrial hub, though relocated 
to a different place now, struck me as 
fascinating, specifically as I thought 
about how much the landscape has 
changed over time. 


World of Franz Kafka 

The mention of Praga Tools reminded 
me of another company with the same 
name, Praga Cars, based in Prague. The 
connection between these two names 
sent my rumination wandering to the 
mysterious world of Franz Kafka, the 
literary giant who lived almost his en- 
tire life a century ago in the capital of 
the Czech Republic. Kafka, whose 
works remain some of the most intrigu- 
ing stories ever told, grew up, worked, 
loved and wrote in that city, leaving be- 
hind a legacy forever tied to Prague’s 
identity. 

This contemplation of Kafka’s life 
made me realise that, just like many of 
us, he endured turbulent times. He sur- 
vived the Spanish Flu, the devastating 
pandemic of his era, much like we’ve 
navigated Covid-19. Moreover, he lived 
through World War I, bearing witness 
to the calamities of deadly battles, 


much like the ongoing violent warfare 
in Eastern Europe and the Middle East 
today, where innocent lives are caught 
in endless cycles of tragedy with no 
end in sight. 

It is heartening to learn that Prague, 
the city of Kafka, has been hosting 
year-long commemorative activities in 
his honour, marking 2024 as the cente- 
nary of his death. Kafka, who passed 
away in June 1924 at the age of 41 due to 
illness, left behind an extraordinary 
scholarly heritage. 

The range of storylines he explored 
at such a young age continues to baffle 
not only intellectuals but also people of 
ordinary talent. His tales, which span 
themes from simple social settings to 
complex psychological and metaphysi- 
cal dilemmas, captivate readers and 
compel them to confront existential 
uncertainties. Kafka’s work stirs the 
mind, prompting us to search for solu- 
tions to crises that we feel are both per- 
sonal and universal. 


Present Crisis 

It would be a challenging question to 
envision how Kafka might have dis- 
cerned the present volatile circum- 
stances if he were living through 
today’s active wartime. The conflict in 
Eastern Europe, now over two years 
old, and the one in the Middle East, 
which started almost a year ago, have 
both evolved, not only escalating sur- 


vival unknowns in these regions but 
also amplifying global tensions related 
to food, energy, trade and other 
techno-economic disruptions. With 
hundreds of thousands killed, millions 
displaced, thousands left hungry and 
sick, and survivors experiencing pro- 
found disillusionment, Kafka might 
have seen the absurdity of these wars 
mirrored in his own narratives. 

For example, wars have pushed 
countless innocents into poverty and 
despair, much like Gregor Samsa in 
‘The Metamorphosis’, who, after 
transforming into an insect, is aban- 
doned by society and his own family, 
cast aside to fend for himself, isolated 
and unloved. Similarly, Kafka’s story, 
‘A Country Doctor’ speaks about the 
struggles of healthcare workers today, 
doctors who want to help the 


wounded soldiers and civilians but are 


overwhelmed by factors out of their 
reach. Much like Rosa, the doctor’s as- 


Many of today’s 
war-stricken people endure 
similar hardships against 
faceless institutions, 
trapped in situations they 
never chose, just like 
Kafka’s personae 


sistant, many war victims find them- 
selves vulnerable, unprotected and 
powerless under the weight of unbear- 
able misfortune. 

Some innocent civilians, like Josef K 
in ‘The Trial’, undergo arbitrary ha- 
rassment and persecution in vague sys- 
tems of authority. They meet unfortu- 
nate destinies at the whims of 
bureaucratic forces, similar to what we 
see in the present conflicts where civil- 
ians suffer under the unpredictability 
of war and indifferent military officials. 
And then there is K, the protagonist in 
‘The Castle’, who toils endlessly 
against an unresponsive administrative 
machinery, only to be subjected to 
loneliness and failure. Many of today’s 
war-stricken people endure similar 
hardships against faceless institutions, 
trapped in situations they never chose, 
just like Kafka’s personae, who find 
themselves defenceless. 


Sweetness of Existence 

Kafka and his friend, and literary ex- 
ecutor, Max Brod, often mused on the 
sweetness of existence before the war, 
as the latter noted in his writings. The 
war, Kafka believed, had invaded 
everyone’s life, casting a shadow of 
pain and disruption. Kafka frequently 
wondered if it was a form of guilt to be 
born into such a troubled world. 

In one of his conversations with 
Brod, he confessed, “There is an infi- 
nite amount of hope in the universe, 
but not for us”. By saying “not for us”, 
Kafka employed biting sarcasm, imply- 
ing that while hope is abundant, it feels 
frustratingly inaccessible. However, 
the deeper meaning in his words was 
that everyone should continue striving 
for hope as it is essential for creating a 
better life. 

Modern psychological research also 
points out the critical importance of 
hope, particularly during periods of 
harsh tribulations. Jamil Zaki, a profes- 
sor of psychology at Stanford Univer- 
sity, explores this concept in his latest 
book, released in the first week of Sep- 
tember 2024, coining the term “hopeful 
skepticism.” He argues that those who 
maintain a balance between hope and 
scepticism are better equipped to navi- 
gate challenging situations. 

Additionally, in a research paper 
published in the August 2024 issue of 
the journal ‘Stress and Health’, authors 
Kristin Scott, Sharon Sheridan, Emily 
Ferrise and Tom Zagenczyk found that 
hope can motivate individuals to seek 
improvements in their lives, rather 
than passively accepting the crippling 
adversities. And ultimately, this is the 
message that Kafka conveys through 
his ideas and intricate plots, highlight- 
ing the significance of embracing life- 
sustaining hope, which alone can confi- 
dently guide us to move forward 
devising ways and methods to end suf- 
fering and usher in a brighter future. 


(The author, IPS (Retd), is a winner 
of National Rajbhasha Gaurav 
Award for 2022-23) 


coating of spices. Kolkata is 
always rife with animated 


Letters to the 


Ed itor discussions about the rela- 
tive merits of the Ganga and 
. . Padma Hilsas with the cele- 
Hilsa diplomacy brated Bengali litterateur 


The decision of the interim 
government in Bangladesh 
to impose a ban on the ex- 
port of ‘Padma llish’ has 
come as a dampener for 
food aficionados in Bengal 
during the festive season. 
The days of ‘Hilsa diplo- 
macy’, under which the 
erstwhile Bangladesh gov- 
ernment would lift the ban 
during Durga Puja in antici- 
pation of an early resolu- 
tion of the Teesta im- 
broglio, seem to have 
finally come to an end. 
Food connoisseurs will no 
longer be able to savour 
the exotic flavour of 
‘Padma Hilsa’ steamed 
with mustard paste or the 
fried variant with a light 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 


Sunil Gangopadhyay accord- 
ing the pride of place to the 
Padma variant. During the 
last eight decades, fierce 
Maidan rivalry between the 
soccer giants East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan has 
spilled over to a culinary 
clash of a delectable array of 
preparations with the prized 
Hilsa and jumbo-sized 
prawns being appropriated 
as the respective unofficial 
mascots by the two sides. 
Although the ban has been 
justified by the Bangladesh 
government to meet the 
surging domestic demand, 
one hopes that this is not an 
adverse fallout of Dhaka’s 
growing anti-India stance. 
AMIT BANERJEE, New Delhi 
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SHE HAS CLEAN 
RECORD SIR. 
ITIS 
TOUGH TIME 


German who helped build Jamia 


In Delhi, a tombstone stands out. It has an inscription in 
Urdu, but beneath it lies the name of a German-born Jew- 
ish woman — Gerda Philipsborn. This is unusual as the 
graves of the founders of Jamia Millia Islamia rest here. 


@ The Washington Post 


The hidden value of vultures 

The Indian vulture collapse is one of the fastest declines 
of any bird in history, rivaled only by the intentional mass 
killing of sparrows during Mao Zedong’s “Four Pests” 


campaign in the late 1950s. 


@ The Straits Times 


India to conduct census soon 


India will conduct its much-delayed national census soon, 
Minister Amit Shah said, after a delay of about three 
years. The survey was due in 2021 but was delayed by the 
pandemic and technical and logistical hurdles. 
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Militant 
surrenders 
yy 


A militant belonging to 
the Khaplang faction of 
the banned outfit Na- 
tional Socialist Council 
of Nagalim (NSCN-K) 
surrendered before 
Assam Rifles in 
Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tirap district. Azen 
Wangsu (49), a self- 
styled ‘major’ in the 
outfit, laid down his 
arms before the Khonsa 
battalion of Assam Ri- 
fles, he said. Wangsu, 
who hails from Niausa 
village in Longding dis- 
trict, had been in the 
outfit for the last 12 
years. Acting ona tip- 
off that Wangsu was in 
Myanmar, Assam Rifles 
initiated contact with 
him through his family, 
encouraging him to 
surrender, the officer 
said. pri 


BARIPADA 
Two students 


drown 
Ww 


Two school students 
drowned during the im- 
mersion of an idol of 
Lord Vishwakarma idol 
in a waterbody in 
Odisha’s Mayurbhanj 
district on Tuesday, po- 
lice said. The incident 
happened at the reser- 
voir of a dam near Kath- 
pal village in the Betnoti 
police station area, they 
said. The deceased 
were identified as 
Thakur Soren (18) and 
Bhagyaprakash Patra 
(18). Eight class 12 stu- 
dents went to immerse 
idol, and two of them 
slipped and drowned. A 
case of unnatural death 
was registered and the 
bodies were sent to the 
Hospital in Baripada for 
post-mortem examina- 
tions. pti 


News from 


NATION 


‘Govt firm on lasting 
peace in Manipur’ 


Shah says govt is talking to both the Meitei and Kuki communities 


Shah lists Modi 3.0 
schemes for middle class 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday said the 
government is talking to 
both the Meitei and Kuki 
communities in Manipur to 
ensure lasting peace and 
has begun fencing the coun- 
try’s border with Myanmar 
to check infiltration. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference here on the achieve- 
ments of the 100 days of the 
Modi 3.0 government, Shah 
said barring three days of 
violence last week, the 
overall situation in Manipur 
has been calm and the gov- 
ernment has been working 
to restore peace in the 
restive Northeastern State. 
Shah, flanked by Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting Min- 
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
said apart from the three 
days of violence, no major 
incidents were reported in 
the last three months. 
“There was peace in the last 
three days and I am hopeful 
that we will be able to con- 
trol the situation. We are 
talking to both communi- 
ties. It was ethnic violence 
and unless there is dialogue 
between the two communi- 
ties, no solution could be 
found. “We are talking to 
the Kuki and Meitei groups. 
We have prepared a 
roadmap and will take all 
possible steps (to ensure 
peace),” he said. 

Shah said the government 
has completed the deploy- 
ment of Central Reserve Po- 
lice Force personnel at 
strategic locations across 
Manipur. He said in the first 
100 days of the Modi 3.0 
government, work on fenc- 
ing the India-Myanmar bor- 
der, which is the root cause 
of the problem, has begun. 
“Fencing work in 30 km has 
been completed. Besides 
the government of India has 
approved the budget for 
fencing along the over 1,500 
km border,” he said. 


Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah 


The Home Minister said 
the government has already 
scrapped the India-Myan- 
mar Free Movement 
Regime (FMR), which al- 
lows people residing close 
to the border between the 
two countries to venture 16 
km into each other’s terri- 
tory without any docu- 
ments. “To check the infil- 
tration, we have ended the 
special arrangement (FMR) 
with Myanmar under which 
free movement of the peo- 
ple of both countries was al- 
lowed. Now people can 
cross into each other’s terri- 
tory only with a visa. We 
brought a law in this re- 
gard,” he said. 

Shah said the government 
has also ended the security 
lapses which existed earlier 
along the international bor- 
der. The 1,643 km long 
India-Myanmar __ border, 
which passes through Mizo- 
ram, Manipur, Nagaland 
and Arunachal Pradesh, had 
the FMR that was imple- 
mented in 2018 as part of 
India’s Act East policy. The 
Home Minister said the 
government has decided to 
open 16 new Kendriya Po- 
lice Kalyan Bhandars in Ma- 
nipur to provide essential 
commodities to the com- 
mon people at reasonable 
prices, in addition to the 21 
that already existed. 


Wadf Bill to 
preserve 
properties, 
Parl to pass it 


soon 

NEW DELHI: Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday said 
the Waaf (Amend- 
ment) Bill was com- 
mitted to the manage- 
ment and preservation 
of Waaf properties 
and would be passed 
in Parliament in the 
coming days. 

Shah said the bill 
would also prevent the 
misuse of Waaf prop- 
erties. The Waaf Bill 
was introduced in the 
LS last month and re- 
ferred to a Joint Com- 
mittee of Parliament 
for further examina- 
tion after opposition 
raised strong objec- 
tions to certain provi- 
sions of the draft law. 
A government official 
said the Bill was aimed 
at reducing conflicts 
and disputes. It also 
has provisions for set- 
ting up of a digital plat- 
form for online regis- 
tration and monitoring 
of Waaf properties. pri 


Bengal govt removes 
Health, Medical 
Education Directors 


Order issued following the meeting between 
Mamata and agitating junior doctors 


KOLKATA 


The West Bengal govern- 
ment on Tuesday removed 
Dr Kaustav Nayak and Dr 
Debasish Halder from the 
position of Director of 
Medical Education and the 
Director of Health Services 
respectively. 

The order was issued 
following the meeting be- 
tween Chief Minister Ma- 
mata Banerjee and agitat- 
ing junior doctors on 
Monday night when Baner- 
jee had promised to re- 
move Nayak and Halder 
from their positions. Dr 
Swapan Soren was ap- 
pointed the new in-charge 
director of health services 
and Dr Suparna Dutta offi- 
cer on special duty of med- 
ical education, it added. 

Nayak was appointed 
the Director of the Institute 
of Health and Family Wel- 
fare while Halder was 
posted as the officer on 
special duty of Public 
health at  Swasthya 
Bhawan. 

Junior doctors, who are 
on ‘cease work’ protesting 
for the last 39 days, have 
been demanding the re- 
moval of the Director of 
Health Services, Director 
of Medical Education and 
the Health secretary for 
their alleged involvement 
in corruption in the State 
health sector. pti 


CBI status report 
“disturbing”: SC 


NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
said it was disturbed by the 
findings given ina status re- 
port filed by the CBI in the 
rape and murder of trainee 
doctor at R G Kar govern- 
ment hospital in Kolkata but 
refused to divulge the de- 
tails, saying any disclosure 
may jeopardise the ongoing 
investigation. 

Seeking a status report 
from the CBI on its probe 
into financial irregularities 
allegedly committed by 
jailed former principal of R 
G Kar Medical College and 
Hospital Sandip Ghosh, the 
top court, referring to the 
rape and murder case, said 
the agency is not “sleeping 
over” the investigation and 
it needs to be given time to 
“unearth the truth.” “What 
the CBI has revealed in the 
report is disturbing. What 
you are flagging is of utmost 
concern. We ourselves are 
concerned, CBI has flagged 
it for us. We are ourselves 
disturbed by what we have 
read,” the top court told a 
lawyer who claimed dis- 
crepancies in the seizure list 
and sketch of the crime 
scene. A Bench comprising 


Chief Justice D Y Chandra- 
chud and Justices J B Pardi- 
wala and Manoj Misra also 
asked the protesting junior 
doctors in West Bengal to 
resume work and recorded 
the assurance from the state 
government that it will not 
take any adverse or punitive 
action against them. 

Taking note of a letter 
written by the father of the 
deceased, the top court di- 
rected that the “valuable” 
inputs furnished by him 
should be duly considered 
by the investigating officer. 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
CBI, assured the court that 
the investigating agency 
will maintain contact with 
the parents of the deceased 
junior doctor and keep 
them informed about the 
ongoing probe to assuage 
their genuine concerns. As 
the hearing commenced, 
senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for the West Ben- 
gal government, sought 
stopping of the live pro- 
ceedings in the case. He al- 
leged that women lawyers 
working in his chamber 
were facing threats of acid 
attacks and rape. er! 


Birthday 
wishes pour in 
for Modi 


NEW DELHI 


As Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi turned 74 on 
Tuesday, leaders from 
across party lines extended 
their birthday greeting to 
him. Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in Rajya Sabha and 
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge took to 
X to wish the PM: Best 
wishes to Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi Ji on 
his birthday. May he be 
blessed with good health 
and long life. 

National President of the 
Bahujan Samaj Party, 
Mayawati, also shared her 
wishes for the PM. Her 
post on X translates as: 
Hearty congratulations to 
Prime Minister Shri Naren- 
dra Modi on his birthday 
today and best wishes for 
his long life. ians 


NEW DELHI: Metro proj- 
ects worth Rs 30,700 crore 
were approved in the first 
100 days of the Narendra 
Modi government to en- 
hance connectivity and re- 
duce travel time, union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Tuesday. Address- 
ing a press conference on 
the achievements of the 
Modi government in its 
third tenure, Shah said 12 in- 
dustrial corridors with an 
investment of Rs 28,600 
crore have been approved 
to give a boost to India’s 
journey of becoming a 
global manufacturing hub. 
Shah, flanked by Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting Min- 
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
said the Public Examina- 
tions (Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Act has been imple- 
mented by the government 
for transparency in recruit- 


ment. “Metro projects 
worth Rs 30,700 crore in 
Pune, Thane and Bengaluru 
will enhance connectivity 
and reduce travel time,” he 
said, listing the works initi- 
ated for “empowering the 
middle class”. 

The Home Minister said 
the Fast Track Immigra- 
tion-Trusted Traveller Pro- 
gramme (FTI-TTP) was 
launched at Delhi’s IGI Air- 
port to ensure hassle-free 
travel. Under the FTI-TTP, 
eligible passengers will be 
allowed to utilise e-gates 
and bypass regular immi- 
gration queues for a seam- 
less journey. Eligible indi- 
viduals will need to apply 
online and submit their bio- 
metrics (fingerprint and fa- 
cial image) along with other 
required information as 
specified in the application 
form. pti 


‘Simultaneous polls 
planned for current tenure’ 


NEW DELHI: Home Min- 
ister Amit Shah on Tuesday 
said the BJP-led NDA gov- 
ernment will implement the 
‘one nation, one election’ 
within its current tenure. 
“The nation has to come 
forward for ‘one nation, one 
election’,” Modi had said in 
his address from the ram- 
parts of the Red Fort. One 
nation, one election is one 
of the key promises made 
by the BJP in its manifesto. 
A high-level panel headed 
by former President Ram 
Nath Kovind in March this 
year recommended simul- 
taneous elections for the 
Lok Sabha and State Assem- 
blies as the first step fol- 
lowed by synchronised 


M 


local body polls within 100 
days. 

Separately, the Law Com- 
mission is likely to recom- 
mend holding simultaneous 
polls for all three tiers of 
government — Lok Sabha, 
State Assemblies and local 
bodies like municipalities 
and panchayats starting in 
2029 and a provision for a 
unity government in cases 
such as a hung house or 
when a no-confidence mo- 
tion is passed. The Kovind 
panel has not specified any 
period for rolling out simul- 
taneous polls. It has pro- 
posed the creation of an ‘Im- 
plementation Group’ to look 
into the execution of the 
panel’s recommendations. ri 


Will work to bring 
back Kejriwal: Atishi 


AAP legislative party leader Atishi with Arvind Kejriwal meets Lt 


Governor VK Saxena, in New Delhi, on Tuesday. — Photo: PTI 


NEW DELHI 


In her first remarks after 
being designated the next 
Chief Minister of Delhi, 
senior AAP leader Atishi on 
Tuesday said she was sad 
that party supremo Arvind 
Kejriwal was resigning 
from the post, and added 
that she will work towards 
bringing him back as CM. 
Atishi, who currently 
holds several portfolios in 
the Delhi government, said 
only a party like Aam 
Aadmi Party would have 
given a “first-time politi- 
cian” like her such responsi- 
bilities. The Aam Aadmi 
Party said Kejriwal pro- 
posed her name as his suc- 
cessor in a meeting of the 
party’s legislators, to which 


all MLAs unanimously 
agreed. 
“T will work with one goal 


for the next few months to 
bring back Kejriwal’s CM’s 
post. I will work as Chief 


Minister under Arvind Ke- 
jriwal’s guidance and pro- 
tect the people of Delhi,” 
Atishi said. She requested 
her party MLAs to not con- 
gratulate her as it was a “sad 
occasion”. “Kejriwal trusted 
me, made me an MLA, then 
a minister and now chief 
minister. I am thankful to 
him. A first-time politician 
can only get such opportu- 
nities in AAP. Had I been in 
some other party, I would- 
n’t even have got a ticket to 
contest polls,” she added. 
Kejriwal will meet Lt Gov- 
ernor V K Saxena at Raj 
Niwas at 4.30 pm to tender 
his resignation as chief min- 
ister, paving the way for 
Atishi’s appointment as his 
successor. 

Atishi said his resignation 
was unparalleled in the 
country’s history, and 
added that she will work for 
the next few months with 
the goal of bringing back 
Kejriwal as CM. eri 


From advisor to 
CM-designate 


NEW DELHI 


From being an adviser to 
the Delhi government to be- 
coming a key face of the 
Cabinet in the absence of 
senior AAP leaders, Chief 
Minister-designate Atishi’s 
ascent in the party and gov- 
ernment is believed to be 
“phenomenal” and “mete- 
oric”. 

Atishi, 43, who holds the 
highest number of portfo- 
lios in the Delhi govern- 


ment, will also hold the dis- 
tinction of being only the 
third woman after Sushma 
Swaraj and Sheila Dikshit to 
become the chief minister 
of the national capital. 

She was unanimously 
chosen as Chief Minister 
designate during the legisla- 
ture party meeting here on 
Tuesday. In her first re- 
marks after being chosen to 
replace Kejriwal, she 
thanked him and called him 
her elder brother. er 


UMBAI BiIps ADIEU TO GANESHA 
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Devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesha for immersion at the end of the Ganesh festival, in Mumbai on Tuesday. — Photo: PTI 


oa 


Juvenile accused treated ‘too leniently’: HC 


INDORE 


he Madhya Pradesh 
| High Court has ob- 
served that juve- 
niles were being treated 
“rather too leniently” in 
the country and that the 
legislature has “not learnt 
any lessons” from the 2012 
Nirbhaya gang rape case. 
In an order passed on 
September Il, Justice Sub- 
odh Abhyankar of the high 
court’s Indore bench made 
these strongly-worded ob- 
servations while dismiss- 
ing an appeal filed by a 
man against the lower 
court’s sentence in the 


case of a four-year-old 
girl’s rape in 2017. The 
convict was 17 years old at 
the time of the rape inci- 
dent in 2017. He escaped 
from a juvenile correction 
home in 2019 along with 
seven other boys, six 
months after being sen- 
tenced. 

Expressing displeasure 
over this development, the 
high court said, “As a part- 
ing note, this Court is once 
again at pains to observe 
that juveniles in this coun- 
try are being treated 
rather too leniently and 
that the Legislature, to the 
utter misfortune of the 


victims of such crimes, has 
still not learnt any lessons 
from the horrors of Nirb- 
haya, reported as (2017) 6 
SCC 1 (Mukesh v. State 
NCT of Delhi).” “Looking 
at the overwhelming med- 
ical evidence available in 
the present case, it does 
not take an expert to see 
how demonic the appel- 
lant’s conduct was while 
he was a juvenile, and his 
mindset can also be gath- 
ered from the fact that he 
has also absconded from 
the observation home. He 
is presently at large, prob- 
ably lurking in some dark 
corner of the street, for yet 


another prey, and there is 
nobody to stop him,” the 
court observed. 


“And, although such 


voices are being raised 
time and again by the Con- 
stitutional Courts of this 
country, to the utter dis- 
may of the victims, they 
have not been able to 
make an impact on the leg- 
islature even after a 
decade of Nirbhaya which 
took place in the year 
2012,” it said. “Let a copy 
of this order be sent to the 
Law Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Legal Affairs, 
Government of India, New 
Delhi”, the court said. pri 


Kharge 
promises J&K 
statehood 


NEW DELHI 


Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Tuesday said his party 
guarantees the rights of 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
will ensure it gets back the 
status of a full-fledged 
State. 

Tagging screenshots of 
the seven guarantees 
promised by the Congress 
ahead of the Assembly 
elections, Kharge said ina 
post on X that the party 
would “give new energy 
to the youth” by filling 
one lakh government 
jobs. pri 
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3 PHC staff 


suspended 
V 


Collector Rahul Raj sus- 
pended three employ- 
ees of a primary health 
centre (PHC) in Kowdi- 
pally on Tuesday. Fol- 
lowing complaints, the 
Collector made a sur- 
prise visit to the PHC 
and found the three 
employees, Ahmad 
Shakeel, Radhakrishna 
and Ramesh, absent 
from duties, but they 
had signed in the atten- 
dance register. After 
preliminary inquiry, 
Rahul Raj directed Dis- 
trict Medical and 
Health Officer (DMHO) 
Dr Sriram to suspend 
them from duties with 
immediate effect. Raj 
also served notices on 
the health officer at the 
hospital for being neg- 
ligent in discharging 
duties. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


‘Container school’ 


First ‘container school’ for tribal children set up 


STATE BUREAU 
Mulugu 


After setting up a prefabri- 
cated health sub-centre, 
popular as container hospi- 
tal, for providing emergency 
medical treatment to people 
living in the remote agency 
area of Pocharam in Band- 
hala gram panchayat of Tad- 
vai mandal, the district ad- 
ministration launched a 
‘container school’ for tribal 
children of Bangarupalli 
thanda situated in the forest 
area of Kannaigudem man- 
dal of the district on Tues- 
day. Panchayati Raj Minis- 
ter Danasari Anasuya 
inaugurated the Container 
School. Since the forest 
rules do not allow perma- 
nent structures in the forest 
areas, the government de- 
cided to set up a container 
school to help tribal chil- 
dren continue their studies, 
the Minister said, adding 


The container school at Bangarupalli thanda in Mulugu district. 


that two or three more such 
schools would be set up in 
the coming days. 

Sources say the children 
of the tribal communities re- 
siding in the Bangarupalli 
thanda were studying in 
huts as the forest rules do 
not allow permanent struc- 
tures in the forest areas. Re- 
alising the difficulties being 
faced by tribal children, Col- 
lector T S Divakara sanc- 


tioned Rs 13.50 lakh for the 
construction of the con- 
tainer school. This is the 
first instance of a govern- 
ment school being estab- 
lished in a container in the 
State. 

The container school is 25 
feet wide and 25 feet long. It 
has space for up to 12 dual 
desks and 3 chairs for prin- 
cipal and teachers. Although 
container shops and houses 


oom 10Fr tribal children 


are being built in the State, 
this is the first time that it 
has been converted into a 
government school. “The 
container classroom is an 
initiative taken up under the 
guidance of the Minister. 
This will go a long way in re- 
solving issues related to 
non-availability of perma- 
nent school buildings, espe- 
cially in the remote areas,” 
he observed. 

According to officials, the 
container classroom could 
be taken to remote areas 
and villages, especially 
where construction of 
buildings for skilling was 
not feasible. Container 
classrooms were a cost ef- 
fective, scalable, and flexible 
option to create additional 
space for students — both 
permanently or as a tempo- 
rary solution. Mahabubabad 
MP P Balram Naik, MLC 
Narsireddy and senior offi- 
cials were present. 


Vermilion found 
in front of houses, 
cops begin probe 


STATE BUREAU 
JAGTIAL 


The presence of vermilion 
in front of a few houses and 
on motorcycles belonging 
to a particular community 
in Rahmatpura locality of 
Jagtial town on Tuesday 
morning triggered doubts 
of attempts to trigger com- 
munal tension. 

Since the Ganesh idol 
processions were taken out 
in the town on Monday, it is 
also suspected that the ver- 
milion could have acciden- 
tally fallen in the area. 

Local people informed 
the police, who inspected 
the area and began an inves- 
tigation by filing an First In- 
formation Report (FIR). 

Jagtial Sub-Divisional Po- 
lice officer Raghu Chander 
said local people found the 
vermilion in front of their 
houses as well as on motor- 
cycles in the morning. 
Knowing about the inci- 
dent, the police teams 
reached the spot, cleared 
the substance, and began an 
investigation, he said. 


Local people found 
the vermilion in 
front of their 
houses as well as 
on motorcycles in 
the morning 


Reacting to the incident, 
AIMIM chief and Hyder- 
abad MP Asaduddin Owaisi 
posted a message on X ask- 
ing the district Superinten- 
dent of Police to take strong 
legal action against anti-so- 
cial elements who tried to 
create a nuisance in Rah- 
matpura. 


Asad thanks locals 

He thanked the local people 
for showing patience and 
maintaining peace. Re- 
sponding to the MP’s tweet, 
Jagtial Superintendent of 
Police Ashok Kumar replied 
that a First Information Re- 
port (FIR) was filed in the 
Jagtial town police station. 
Investigation was currently 
in progress, the Superinten- 
dent of Police said. 


Man gets jail for 
misbehaving 
with minor girl 
STATE BUREAU 


Kumram Bheem Asifabad 


An Asifabad court on 
Tuesday sentenced a man 
to five years of imprison- 
ment and imposed a fine of 
Rs 12,000 after convicting 
him of misbehaving with a 
minor girl four years ago. 

Kumram Bheem Asi- 
fabad district sessions 
court judge M V Ramesh 
delivered the judgement, 
awarding the term and fine 
against Durva Bhaskar 
from Dimda village in 
Chintalamanepalli mandal 
after finding him guilty for 
misbehaving with the 
minor girl. Bhaskar was 
booked for allegedly 
touching the girl inappro- 
priately by showing some 
obscene clips on his mo- 
bile phone when her par- 
ents were not present in 
her residence in Novem- 
ber 2020. 

Superintendent of Police 
D V Srinivas Rao com- 
mended Kagaznagar DSP 
Ramanujam, Koutala In- 
spector Ramesh, Chintala- 
manepalli Sub-Inspector 
Naresh and court duty offi- 
cer Balaji for getting the 
court’s conviction in the 
case. 


Internet for all villages soon: Minister 


STATE BUREAU 
KARIMNAGAR 


IT Minister D Sridhar Babu 
said internet facility would be 
provided to each and every 
village in the State. It is going 


CLASSIFIEDS 


|, CHIKKULLA SWAMY W/o, CHIKKULLA MANJULA, R/o 11- 
20-1/347, SURYA SAROJA APTS, HUDA COMPLEX, SAROOR- 
NAGAR, RANGA REDDY-500035. CHANGED MY WIFE NAME 


AS CHIKKULLA MANJULA INSTEAD OF CHIKKULLA MANGULA 
[17-1402] 


|, Garivendula prasad S/o. G. laxmaiah R/o. 
9-63/1, Govardhanagiri (V), Raghunathpally 
(M), JANAGAON (D), Telangana.. Changed 


my name as GARVANDULA PRASAD 
[TT-11300] 


I, Shilpa Ranga, W/o: Gaddamedi Narender, 
R/o: 8-70, Sai Nagar Colony, Peerzadiguda 
Medipalli, Hyderabad - 500098, Have 


Changed My Name As Shilpa Gaddamedi. 
(1T-8113] 


I, Narender Gaddamedi alias Narender 
Gaddamedi Goud, S/o: Gaddamidi Mallesham, 
R/o: 8-70, Sai Nagar Colony, Peerzadiguda 
Medipalli, Hyderabad-500098, Have Changed 


My Name As Narender Gaddamedi 
(1T-8113] 


1, SHAIK ABDUR RAHIM R/o. 18-10- 
38/F/15/B, BARKAS HYD -TS. Changed 
My Name As SHAIK ABDUL 


RAHEEM S/o. SHAIK ABDUR RAZZAK. 
[1T-8113] 


1, MADHU R/o. HNo.12-40, V R Colony, 
UNDAVELLY, JOGULAMBA GADWAL- 509153, 
TS, Changed my name as SANDYAPOGULA 


MADUHU S/o. Sandyapogula Hussainaiah 
(11-8113) 


I, HUSSAIN R/o. HNo.12-40, V R Colony, 
UNDAVELLY, JOGULAMBA GADWAL-509153, 
TS, Changed my name as SANDYAPOGULA 


HUSSAINAIAH S/o. S.Balaramudu 
[1T-8113] 


I, Shylaja Nagendra Prasad R/o. Villa No. 
517 My Home ankura tellapur Cyberabad 
T.S. changed My Minor Child name 


From Avani Prasad Jain to AVANI JAIN 
(17-8113) 


1, PADAKANTI KRISHNA MURALI R/o. 
1-34/4, THIPPANNAPETA, JAGITYAL, TS. 
Have changed my name as PADAKANTI 


MURALI S/o. PADAKANTI NARAYANA. 
[1T-8114] 


1, MUSTAFA MASOOD AHMED S/o. 
Masood Ahmed, R/o. H.no: 9-3-58/ 
B/26, Morine Bakery, Ahmed Colony, 
Langer House, Golconda, Hyderabad, 
T.S. Changed My name as MOHD 
MUSTAFA MASOOD AHMED. 
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to be implemented on a pilot 
basis in three villages includ- 
ing Sangupeta of Sangareddy 
district, Maddur of Narayan- 
pet and Adavisrirampur of 
Peddapalli district, he said. 
Besides internet, cable TV 


1, JITTABOINA NALLA KONDAIAH R/o. 3-28, 
AITHPALLI, PEGADAPALLI, JAGITYAL, TS. 
Have changed my name as JITTABOINA 


KONDAIAH S/o. JITTABOINA NARSAIAH. 
(17-8114) 


1, AMTUL WAHEED W/o Syed Sattar Shah 
R/o: 8-2-131/54 Mailardevpally, Pallecheru, 
Keshogiri, Cyberabad, Rajendranagar 
(TG) Have Changed My Name And Shall 


Hereafter Be Known WAHEDA SHAH. 
(1T-8114] 


I, MOHAMMED NAEEM UDDIN S/o 
Mohammed Sharf Uddin R/o: 8-14-144/6, 
Rizwan Colony, Shastripuram, Rajendranagar, 
K.V Rangareddy, T.S Has Changed My 


Name as MOHAMMED NAYEEM UDDIN 
(1T-8114] 


|, NASREEN BEGUM, R/o. 22-7-529/1, Mir Alam 
Mandi, Kamarle Arguing Palace, Charminar, 
Hyd-500002TS. Change My Name As 


"NASEEM BEGUM, W/o. MOHAMMED RAZA." 
(1T-8114] 


|, FARHATH REHANA ZAHEDA, R/o. HNo. 20-4-934, 
KHILWATH Charminar Hyd-T.S. 500002, | have 
changed my name to FARHATH REHANA ZAHIDA 


W/o. SYED SHAH MUJEEB ULLAH HUSSAINI. 
[17-8114] 


1, THADOORI NARASAIAH R/o. Hno 4-06, 
Kochaguttapally, Chinmakodur, Siddipet- 
502276, TS. Changed my name as THADURI 


NARSAIAH S/o. Thaduri Lingaiah 
(1T-8114] 


LOST 


|, BAPANAPALLI RAVI THEJA, S/o. Bapanapalli Srinivasa 
Rao, R/o. H.No.B3-3, Flat No.102. MMTS Road, Huda 
Colony, Chanda Nagar, Serilingampally Mandal, R.R 
TS- 500050. have obtained PASSPORT bearing 
No.G7052770, issued on 17-01-2008 by the Passport 
Authorities, Hyderabad, has been lost by me while | 
was travelling from Huda Colony to Lingampally by 


auto, if anybody Found pls Contact -93200 73888 
(1T-8113)] 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Pubili- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not 
be held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


services, computer connec- 
tivity, 20 MBPS data to mo- 
bile phones would also be 
provided through optic fiber 
cable. CCTV cameras would 
also be setup in villages by 
utilising 360-degree AI. 


FITTJEE test 


series 


HYDERABAD: FIITJEE, a 
coaching institute for JEE, 
Olympiads, and other com- 
petitive & scholastic exams 
preparation, announced its 
all India test series for 
Olympiads, designed to 
recognise and support 
young talents with the po- 
tential to succeed in various 
Olympiads. 

To register, visit the link 
https://admissiontest.fiit- 
jee.com/FIITJEE-Olympiad- 
Scholarship-Test/Re- 
gOlympiad.aspx. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
on behalf of my Client Nilesh 
Agarwal the general public as 
well as financial institutions are 
hereby informed that my client 
intends to Purchase Plot nos :2, 
3, 4, 8, 9 to 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 27, 29 to 31, 34, 42 to 
48 from M/s. G.V. Builders and 
developers (Regd) who purchases 
the plots from DR. B.R. Ambedkar 
multipurpose MACC Society 
Ltd through open auction on 
12/05/2024 In this Context the 
general public are hereby informed 
that if any body is have any 
objection they can present their 
bonafides to the undersigned 
with in 5 days after publication 
of this Notice.if no objection is 
received with in the stipulated 
time it will be deemed that there 
is no objection for purchase of 
Subject Plots and my client will 
proceed further on this issue 
Sd/- POCHIRAJU RAMESWARA PRASAD 


Advocate LLM 
Ruby 55, Praneeth Pranav 
County, 58, Praneeth County 
Rd, Krishna Reddy Pet, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 502319. 
Ph: 98482 42714 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The General public is hereby informed 
that my client Naresh Kumar Esnagari 
is the absolute owner of "Open Plot in 
Survey No.697, admeasuring 300 
Sq.Yds situated at Chattanpally Village, 
Shadnagar Municipality, Farooqnagar 
Mandal, Ranga Reddy District by virtue 
of Doc.Nos.6850/2022 & 3915/2023. 
The sellers in 3915/2023 i.e., Kadige 
Lavanya, Chippa Narsimha and Chippa 
Praveen are the legal heirs of late 
Ch.Sugunamma who died intestate, 
except these, there are no other legal 
heirs to her. The general public is here- 
by called upon that, if any individual or 
bank or financial institution has any 
objections, claims, right, lien, title over 
the above referred property, may con- 
tact / approach the undersigned within 
07 days from the date of publication of 
this notice with relevant documents in 
support of their claim, otherwise my 
client will treat that there are no claims / 
objections from the general public and 
my client will not be bind by any claims 
made thereafter on this property. 
T.N.Sreenivasulu, 
Ms. Sree Legal Associates, 

# 303, Riviera Apartments, 
Dwarakapuri Colony, 
Panjagutta, Hyderabad 500082 
Cell: 9848148999 
sreelegalassociates@gmail.com 


Traders default on rents in Mancherial 


Civic officials yet to recover Rs 2 crore from several shopkeepers 


SANTOSH PADALA 


Mancherial 


Rentals amounting to Rs 2 
crore from shopping com- 
plexes belonging to the 
Mancherial municipality 
have been pending for 
quite a long time. 
Mancherial municipality 
has 55 shops in different 
parts of the town with vari- 
ations in rents. Tenders 
were invited to rent out 
shops on a basis of charge 
for 10 months. Traders who 
were allotted the shops in 
the tendering process 
should pay rent every 
month as per the norms of 
the civic body. However, 
rents were not paid regu- 
larly, affecting the income 
of the municipality. 
Officials said that rents 
from shops amounting to 
around Rs 1.85 crore were 
yet to be cleared. An edu- 
cational institution, which 
hired a floor of the shop- 
ping complex, owes Rs 
61.33 lakh till August. Ten- 
ants who occupied shops 
classified as ‘A’ type need 
to pay arrears of Rs 23.10 
lakh, while shops cate- 


A shopping complex belonging to the Mancherial muncipality. The municipality has 
allotted shops to several traders after a tendering process. 


gorised as ‘B’ type account 
for arrears amounting to Rs 
43.56 lakh. The authorised 
tenants are making a fast 
buck by allegedly renting 
out the shops to other 
traders. They are collecting 
the rent from the occupants 
of the shops, but not paying 
it to the municipality. They 
are reportedly using the 
funds for their personal 
needs and intentionally not 
showing any interest in 


clearing the arrears. “The 
tenants are earning a huge 
income by renting out the 
shops to others. They are 
not responding to notices 
issued by the officials of the 
civic body over the delay in 
payment of rent. The offi- 
cials are focused on collect- 
ing property tax rather than 
rent from shopping com- 
plexes. As aresult, earnings 
of the municipality are de- 
clining,” a councillor said. 


When asked, Municipal 
Commissioner A Maruthi 
Prasad said a section of 
tenants paid rents after the 
municipality exerted pres- 
sure. Still, a majority of the 
tenants have to clear dues. 
A three-member commit- 
tee was formed to collect 
rents from the legal 
renters. No other duties 
were assigned to these 
staffers who were mem- 
bers of the committee. 


BREAKING 
RULES 


© The authorised tenants 
are making a fast buck 
by allegedly renting out 
shops to other traders 


© Mancherial municipality 
has 55 shops in 
different parts of the town 


© Rents from shops 
amounting to around 
Rs 1.85 crore yet 
to be cleared 


© An educational institution 
which hired a floor owes 
Rs 61.33 lakh till 
August 


© Tenants in shops 
classified as ‘A’ type 
owe Rs 23.10 lakh 
and those from type ‘B’ 
owe Rs 43.56 lakh 


The tenants 

are earning 
a huge income by 
renting out the shops 
to others. They are 


not responding to 
notices issued by civic 
officials over delay 

in payment of rent 


TDF launches 2nd 
phase of relief work 


STATE BUREAU 


Khammam 


Telangana Development 
Forum launched its sec- 
ond phase of flood relief 
works in Khammam rural 
and Danavaigudem vil- 
lages, which were se- 
verely affected by recent 
heavy rains and floods. 
Revenue Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy 
kicked off the second 
phase relief activities and 
appreciated the humani- 
tarian support extended 
by the TDF to flood-hit 
families. He requested 
TDF to continue its relief 
work, as there was a great 
need for support. Under 


the guidance of TDF 
India president Rajesh- 
war Reddy volunteers 
distributed food and es- 
sential groceries to the 
poor, who had lost every- 
thing in the floods. They 
visited the flood-affected 
areas, interacted with the 
victims, and noted down 
their problems. The fam- 
ilies requested the organ- 
isation to supply school 
stationery, basic medi- 
cines, and clothes. They 
also wanted help with 
electrical repairs and re- 
placements in their 
homes as_ electrical 
wiring and appliances 
were damaged due to the 
flooding. 


Woman hires impersonator 
to write exam, gets 3-yr jail 


STATE BUREAU 
Kothagudem 


The second additional judi- 
cial first class magistrate K 
Sai Sri on Tuesday sen- 
tenced a young woman to 
imprisonment and imposed 
a fine for hiring a minor to 
write the SSC examination 
on her behalf in 2016. 

It was said that an invigi- 
lator, Banoth Ramesh, while 
inspecting the exam room 
number 19 at SR Digital 
School Centre, Ramnagar in 
Kothagudem town on 
March 31, 2016 got suspi- 
cious about the identity of a 
student appearing for the 
exam. 


Rachabanti Se- 
shamani had hired 
a minor to write 
the SSC examina- 
tion on her behalf 
in 2016 


Upon questioning, the 
student, E Anusha, admit- 
ted that she was writing the 
examination in place of 
Rachabanti Seshamani. Fol- 
lowing this, the invigilator 
complained to chief super- 
intendent N Shahaji Babu 
about the impersonation. 
Shahaji Babu then lodged a 


complaint with one-town 
police. Seshamani was 
found guilty after the trial, 
during which five witnesses 
were examined. 

The magistrate sen- 
tenced Seshamani to three 
years of imprisonment and 
imposed a fine of Rs 5,000 
under the Andhra Pradesh 
Public Examinations (Pre- 
vention of Malpractices 
and Unfair Means) Act, 
1997, and one-year impris- 
onment under Section 419 
of IPC. 

Anusha, who was 17 years 
old when the case was reg- 
istered, was lodged at a ju- 
venile care centre for one 
week in Khammam. 


Bank of Baroda adopts GenAI tech 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Bank of Baroda has made 
significant strides in its dig- 
ital transformation journey 
by adopting advanced tech- 
nologies in the field of data 
and artificial intelligence 
(AD and introducing three 
different generative AI- 
powered solutions for its 
customers and employees. 


‘Aditi’, aGenAI-powered 
Virtual Relationship Man- 
ager, aims to enhance the 
digital customer service ex- 
perience. The human-like 
interface 
(https://www.bankofbar- 
oda.in/contact-us/vrm) 
presented in the form of 
digital avatars, offers con- 
versational banking across 
a range of services. Avail- 
able on the bank’s web por- 


tal, the capability supports 
audio, video, and chat- 
based assistance, ensuring 
24x7 banking services with 
multilingual support, a 
press release said. 

The Bank of Baroda has 
also launched a GenAI-en- 
abled knowledge manage- 
ment platform, ‘GyanSa- 
hay.Al’ for its employees. 
This platform provides em- 
ployees with instant and 


accurate answers, enabling 
them to seamlessly handle 
customer queries and ac- 
cess key operational details 
more efficiently. The bank 
has also launched GenAI- 
powered chatbot ‘ADI’ to 
improve digital customer 
experience and get the re- 
quired queries solved 
through chatbot 
Debadatta Chand, Man- 
aging Director & Chief Ex- 


ecutive Officer, Bank of 
Baroda, said, “Our digital 
GenAlI-based _conversa- 
tional interfaces will im- 
prove the bank’s digital 
customer experience. The 
bank will continue to en- 
hance these GenAI use 
cases with incremental 
sales and service features 
driving customer self-ser- 
vice and immediate fulfil- 
ment.” 
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NEW DELHI 
Rupee least 
volatile: Das 
Ww 


The rupee has emerged 
as one of the least 
volatile currencies 
worldwide, remaining 
“very stable against 
the US dollar” and the 
volatility index, Re- 
serve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor Shak- 
tikanta Das has said. 
According to Das, the 
central bank’s stated 
policy is to prevent ex- 
cessive volatility of the 
rupee. “Stable rupee 
fosters confidence 
among market partici- 
pants, investors and 
the wider economy,” 
Das was quoted as say- 
ing in reports. ins 


NEW DELHI 
Report on 
WB economy 
V 


West Bengal has expe- 
rienced decline in its 
relative economic per- 
formance over several 
decades, according to 
a working paper by 
Economic Advisory 
Council to the PM 
(EAC-PM). Authored by 
Sanjeev Sanyal, the 
paper ‘Relative Eco- 
nomic Performance of 
Indian States: 1960-61 
to 2023-24’ said the 
development of east- 
ern part of the country 
remains aconcern. It 
said maritime states 
have clearly outper- 
formed other states, 
with the exception of 
West Bengal. Although 
Bihar’s relative position 
has stabilised in the 
last two decades, it re- 
mains significantly be- 
hind other states and 
requires much faster 
growth to catch up, it 
noted. peti 


News from 


NATION/BUSINESS 


Modi launches 


coe SUbhadra Yojana 


Women-centric programme, other projects unveiled in Odisha 


POUL 
BHUBANESWAR 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday launched 
the Odisha government’s 
flagship women-centric pro- 
gramme Subhadra Yojana, 
and unveiled railway and 
national highway projects 
worth over Rs 3,800 crore 
here, marking 100 days of 
the third NDA regime at the 
Centre. 

Modi also released the 
first instalment of assistance 
to nearly 10 lakh beneficiar- 
ies under PMAY-G across 14 
States. He took part in ‘Griha 
Pravesh’ celebrations for 26 
lakh beneficiaries under the 
housing scheme from across 
the country. He also 
launched Awaas 2024 App 
for a survey of additional 
households for PMAY-G. 

While participating in the 
Griha Pravesh celebrations, 
Modi visited Sabar Sahi 
slum in Bhubaneswar where 
he interacted with the bene- 
ficiaries. The PM inaugu- 
rated the homes of 20 bene- 
ficiaries under the PMAY 
there. Accompanied by 
Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, the 
PM visited the home of An- 
taryami Nayak, a beneficiary 
of the housing scheme, and 
savoured the traditional 
Odia sweet dish, ‘kheeri’, 
prepared at his residence. 
Modi spent some time at 
Nayak’s home and blessed 
his children. Sharing his ex- 
perience after he was of- 
fered ‘kheeri’ by a tribal fam- 
ily on the occasion of his 
birthday in Bhubaneswar, 
Modi said, “When my 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi during laying of foundation stone and inauguration of development 
works, in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday. 


‘Cong has problems with Ganesh Utsav’ 


BHUBANESWAR: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday said the Congress 
and its “ecosystem” was 
angry with him for taking 
part in Ganesh Puja, claim- 
ing that “power-hungry” 
people who were dividing 
society were also having 
problems with this festi- 
val. 

PM Modi made the com- 
ment in an apparent refer- 
ence to the criticism by 
the opposition parties for 
participating in Ganesh 


mother was alive, I used to 
visit here and seek her bless- 
ing on my birthday. She 
used to give me jaggery. 
Today, I got the blessings of 
a tribal mother who offered 
me ‘kheeri’. The happiness 
of tribals gives me strength 
to work for them.” 


Puja rituals at the resi- 
dence of Chief Justice of 
India DY Chandrachud, 
while addressing a rally 
after launching the Odisha 
government's flagship pro- 
gramme Subhadra Yojana 
here. 

“Ganesh Utsav is not 
just a festival of faith for 
our country. It played a 
very important role in the 
freedom movement. Even 
at that time, the British 
who followed the policy of 
divide and rule used to 


The Odisha government’s 
Subhadra Yojana, financial 
assistance scheme, is the 
largest programme for 
women, which will cover 
more than 1 crore benefici- 
aries. The Prime Minister 
initiated the fund transfer 
into the bank accounts of 


Will develop Kalaburagi as 
smart city: Ktaka CM 


KALABURAGI 


NEW DELHI 
Domestic air 
traffic rises 
ye 


India’s domestic pas- 
senger air traffic rose 
6% (YoY) to 13.1 million 
in August and daily 
traffic trends for Sep- 
tember indicate a mod- 
erate growth of 4% 
YoY to date, a report 
showed on Tuesday. 
SpiceJet hit a new low 
with its market share 
shrinking by 80 bps to 
2.3 per cent (month- 
on-month), largely due 
to financial woes and 
increased grounding, 
according to the report 
by Emkay Global Finan- 
cial Services. Indigo 
continues to dominate 
the domestic space, 
boosting its market 
share by 40 bps to 62.4 
per cent in August, the 
report mentioned. tans 


NEW DELHI 
Exports 

dip by 9.3% 
V 


India’s merchandise 
exports in August de- 
clined 9.3 per cent to 
USD 34.71 billion from 
USD 38.28 billion in the 
year-ago month, ac- 
cording to government 
data released on Tues- 
day. Imports increased 
by 3.3 per cent to USD 
64.36 billion in August 
against USD 62.3 bil- 
lion a year ago. The 
trade deficit, or the gap 
between imports and 
exports, during the 
month under review 
ballooned to USD 29.65 
billion. India’s mer- 
chandise exports 
dipped by 1.5 per cent 
in July. Exports during 
April-August this fiscal 
increased 1.14%. pri 


Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday 
said the State government is 
planning to develop Kal- 
aburagi into a smart city 
with an estimated invest- 
ment of Rs 1,685 crore, 
which will improve the 
quality of life for its resi- 
dents and attract invest- 
ment in backward districts. 
Under the Mahatma Gandhi 
Nagar Vikas Yojana 2.0, Rs 
200 crore each is being pro- 
vided for basic infrastruc- 
ture development in Kal- 
aburagi and Ballari 
municipal corporations, he 
said. 

The Chief Minister deliv- 
ered his address on the oc- 
casion of ‘Kalyana Kar- 
nataka Amrut Mahotsav’ 
and the 10th anniversary of 
giving special status to 
Kalyana Karnataka under 
Article 371) of the Consti- 
tution after hoisting the na- 


Karnataka govern- 
ment to invest Rs 
1,685 crore for at- 
tracting invest- 
ments in the back- 
ward districts 


tional flag on the Police Pa- 
rade Ground here. He noted 
that though India gained in- 
dependence in 1947, the dis- 
tricts of Bidar, Kalaburagi, 
and Raichur, under the rule 
of the Nizam of Hyderabad, 
secured freedom only a year 
later, adding, Kalyana Kar- 
nataka region joined the 
country due to the sacrifices 
of many freedom fighters, 
the “vision” of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and the “strength” of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

“I pay respect to all the 
great people who fought for 
the liberation of Kalyana 
Karnataka,” he said. A 


scheme called ‘Kalyana 
Patha’ has been developed 
to improve road connectiv- 
ity and rural development in 
the Kalyana Karnataka re- 
gion, he said. Under this, the 
State government will build 
1,150 km of roads in rural As- 
sembly constituencies at a 
cost of Rs 1,000 crore. The 
government is ready to pro- 
vide all necessary support to 
establish an AIIMS institute 
in Raichur. “We urge the 
Central government to take 
immediate steps to start 
AIIMS here,” Siddaramaiah 
said. 

For 2024-25, the State 
government aims to gener- 
ate 4.85 crore person-days 
of work under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em- 
ployment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS) in the 
seven districts of this re- 
gion. So far, 3.43 crore per- 
son-days have been gener- 
ated, providing employment 
to 13.69 lakh people. pti 


13 individuals test -ve 
for Nipah in Kerala 


NEW DELHI 


Kerala Health Minister 
Veena George on Tuesday 
said 126 people in Malappu- 
ram were isolated as high- 
risk individuals after the 
death of a 24-year-old man 
recently due to Nipah infec- 
tion and of them, 13 were 
tested and their samples 
were found negative. 
George, who met union 
Health Minister JP Nadda at 
his office here, said the dis- 
trict administration is 
closely monitoring 175 peo- 
ple in Malappuram. “As per 
our previous experiences 
before and as per the proto- 
col there are high chances 
of virus is getting transmit- 
ted from one person to 
other person when the pa- 
tient has severe symptoms,” 
she said, adding based on 


calculations of the mini- 
mum incubation period, all 
of them are being closely 
monitored. “Samples tested 
so far are negative,” she 
said. 

George said Nadda has 
assured that the union 
health ministry will provide 
all the support and help to 
the State administration. 
She informed that accord- 
ing to protocol within 3 km- 
radius areas of that house, 
the district administration 
has declared several restric- 
tions such as people have 
been asked not to gather 
and there is a time till when 
shops can function and con- 
tainment zone has been de- 
clared. 

As for the rest of the dis- 
tricts, she said people are 
asked to wear masks and ad- 
vised to avoid gathering. er 


Lenovo set to 
make AI 
servers in India 
BENGALURU 


PC maker Lenovo India 
will start manufacturing 
50,000 GPU-based AI 
servers in India next year, 
the company said on Tues- 
day. Lenovo India Manag- 
ing Director Shailendra 
Katiyal said that the com- 
pany will make servers lo- 
cally and also export them 
from its manufacturing 
unit in Puducherry. 

“Lenovo will make 
50,000 servers annually. 
Production will start next 
year. It will be manufac- 
tured at our Pondicherry 
facility not only for India 
but it will also be exported 
from India,” Katiyal said. 
Lenovo India has been se- 
lected for the Rs 17,000- 
crore IT hardware produc- 
tion-linked incentive 
scheme. pti 


hate Ganesh Utsav. Even 
today, the power-hungry 
people, who are busy in di- 
viding society are having 
problems with Ganesh 
Puja. 

You must have seen that 
the people of Congress 
and its ecosystem are 
angry because | partici- 
pated in Ganesh Puja,” 
Modi said at the rally. He 
also said that Lord Ganesh 
was “put behind bars” in 
Congress-ruled Karnataka 
by these people. pri 


more than 10 lakh women. 
The Prime Minister said 
that the promises made by 
BJP during the elections 
were being fulfilled at a 
rapid pace, including the 
four gates of the Jagannath 
temple in Puri were thrown 
open to the public. 


India, US push for 
clean energy shift 


NEW DELHI 


India and the US have 
agreed to give impetus to 
sustainable aviation fuel, 
promote electrification of 
medium and heavy-duty ve- 
hicles and use of hydrogen 
in buses, tractors and heavy 
equipment, said a joint 
statement issued after the 
Strategic Clean Energy Part- 
nership dialogue between 
the two nations. 

The two nations “wel- 
comed increased invest- 
ment in each country’s clean 
energy markets”, according 
to the statement issued after 
the Strategic Clean Energy 
Partnership (SCEP) Minis- 
terial convened by US En- 
ergy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm and Indian Min- 
ister of Petroleum and Nat- 
ural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri 
in Washington DC. 

“While recognising the 
need to work towards a just, 
orderly and sustainable en- 
ergy transition, which pri- 
oritises access to reliable, af- 
fordable, and clean energy 
supplies, the (two) sides 
welcomed the important 
role that energy trade plays 
in supporting the national 
priorities of both countries,” 


To give impetus to sustainable 
aviation fuel, use of hydrogen 


the statement said. The two 
countries highlighted the 
importance of modernising 
the power distribution sec- 
tor to supply 24x7 reliable 
power to consumers, wel- 
comed support for India’s 
smart metering deploy- 
ment, as well as expanded 
efforts on inverter-based re- 
sources, power market re- 
forms, system inertia esti- 
mation, and cybersecurity. 

The Ministers also com- 
mended the Indian Rail- 
ways efforts to achieve net 
zero carbon emissions by 
2030 and welcomed collab- 
oration to support India’s 
first round-the-clock renew- 
able energy procurement of 
over 1.5 GW and develop- 
ment of an energy efficiency 
policy and action plan for all 
railway facilities. 

“The two countries 
agreed to give an impetus to 
sustainable aviation fuel,” 
the statement said. Sustain- 
able aviation fuel (SAF) is 
an alternative fuel made 
from non-petroleum feed- 


stocks that reduces emis- 
sions from air transporta- 
tion. It can be produced 
from non-petroleum-based 
renewable feedstocks, in- 
cluding the food and yard 
waste portion of municipal 
solid waste, woody biomass, 
fats/greases/oils, and other 
feedstocks. SAF can be 
blended in jet fuel to cut car- 
bon dioxide emissions. 

In this context, the sides 
welcomed new engagement 
on sustainable aviation fuels 
(SAF) with an inaugural 
SAF workshop to support 
training on R&D, tax incen- 
tives, supply chain capacity 
building, market develop- 
ment, financing opportuni- 
ties, fuel certification, re- 
gional and_ international 
coalition building, and facil- 
itating commercial partner- 
ships. 

The Ministers also wel- 
comed the development of 
two joint reports on SAF 
and biofuels under the Bio- 
fuels Task Force, the state- 
ment said. pti 


Sensex hits fresh lifetime high 


MUMBAI 


Benchmark Sensex rose by 
nearly 91 points to close at a 
fresh lifetime high while 
Nifty settled above the 
25,400 level for the first time 
in a range-bound trade on 
Tuesday amid firm global 
trends ahead of the much- 
awaited US Fed’s decision 
on interest rates. 


Extending its record-set- 
ting spree for the second 
day, the 30-share BSE Sen- 
sex climbed 90.88 points or 
0.11 per cent to settle at a 
lifetime high of 83,079.66. 
The key index settled above 
the 83,000 level for the first 
time. During the day, it rose 
by 163.63 points or 0.19 per 
cent to 83,152.41. 

The NSE Nifty gained 


MONSOON CLOUDS 


34.80 points or 0.14 per cent 
to settle above 25,400 level 
for the first time at 25,418.55 
- its record closing high. 

Bharti Airtel, NTPC, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Titan, Larsen & Toubro, 
ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finance, 
Hindustan Unilever and Re- 
liance Industries were the 
biggest gainers. 


Dark clouds hover above the Dasara Ghat, near Taj Mahal, in Agra on Tuesday. — Photo: PTI 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/KOCHI 


The opposition Congress in 
Kerala on Tuesday said the 
memorandum given by the 
ruling Left government in 
the State to the Centre seek- 
ing urgent assistance for the 
Wayanad disaster relief 
work was “devoid of com- 
mon sense” and allegedly 
contained “inflated” figures. 

The Congress said that 
the memorandum was pre- 
pared “carelessly” and did 
not conform to the State 
Disaster Relief Fund 
(SDRF) norms. The allega- 
tions were made by Leader 
of Opposition in the State 
Assembly VD Satheesan, 
who said that the govern- 
ment failed to make a 
proper memorandum and 
hoped that it would not lead 
to Kerala losing out on the 
much- needed Central assis- 
tance. Satheesan said the 
amounts contained in the 


©) 
Wayanad relief memorandum 
lacks common sense: Cong 


Party says it con- 
tained inflated fig- 
ures and did not 
conform to the 
State Disaster Re- 
lief Fund norms 


memorandum were part of 
the HC’s order in a petition 
regarding Wayanad disaster 
and not created by the 
media or opposition. 

He said that the figures 
mentioned in that have de- 
stroyed public faith and 
trust in the Wayanad relief 
measures. The opposition 
leader said that the memo- 
randum was supposed to be 
made according to SDRF 
norms, but many of the 
things mentioned in it have 
no connection with the 
norms. Satheesan said that a 
huge amount was men- 


tioned in the memorandum 
as cost incurred by the State 
on burying the remains, 
when the land for it was 
given free of cost and most 
of the burial work was car- 
ried out by volunteers. 

According to the High 
Court order, the State gov- 
ernment stated that “the 
cost involved and _ esti- 
mated” for burying 359 
unidentified bodies and 
body parts after their DNA 
analysis was Rs 2,76,75,000 
at the rate of Rs 75,000 per 
body/body part. 

“How can the govern- 
ment claim it spent Rs 
75,000 on burial of each re- 
mains? How can we trust 
these figures? There are ir- 
regularities in the prepara- 
tion of the memorandum. 
This is not how it is pre- 
pared. It is devoid of com- 
mon sense. It does not in- 
spire confidence,” he 
contended. er 


Wholesale 
inflation at 
4-month low 


NEW DELHI 


Wholesale inflation fell to a 
4-month low of 1.31 per 
cent in August due to a de- 
cline in prices of vegeta- 
bles and fuel, even though 
onion and potato prices 
spiked, according to official 
data released on Tuesday. 

Wholesale price index- 
based inflation fell for sec- 
ond straight month after it 
hit a high of 3.43 per cent in 
May. Inflation in July was 
2.04 per cent. In August 
last year, WPI inflation was 
(-) 0.46 per cent. “Positive 
rate of inflation in August 
2024 is primarily due to an 
increase in prices of food 
articles, processed food 
products, other manufac- 
turing, manufacture of tex- 
tiles and manufacture of 
machinery & equipment 
etc,” the Commerce and In- 
dustry Ministry said in a 
statement. pri 
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BAMAKO (MALI) 
Military camp 
attacked 


ava 


A military training 
camp in Mali’s capital 
was attacked by ex- 
tremists early Tuesday, 
said the army. Gunmen 
attempted to infiltrate 
the Faladie gendarme 
school and a sweep op- 
eration is underway, 
said a statement from 
the military. The army 
said the situation was 
under control and 
asked people to avoid 
the area. The training 
school is located on 
the outskirts of the 
city. ap 


BENING 
Two dead in 
China rains 
bg 


Two people died in 
China’s eastern Jiangsu 
province as Typhoon 
Bebinca brought tor- 
rential rains and pow- 
erful winds before eas- 
ing into a tropical 
storm, state media re- 
ported Tuesday. Two 
residents of Zhoushi 
Town, about 80 kilo- 
metres northwest of 
Shanghai, were hit by a 
falling high-voltage 
power line and electro- 
cuted on Monday, ac- 
cording to state broad- 
caster CCTV. ap 


ISLAMABAD 


Pak: $2 billion 
new loans 
Bra 


The Asian Develop- 
ment Bank assured 
Pakistan it will provide 
$2 billion annually in 
new loans to the cash- 
strapped country amid 
the government's in- 
ability to get cheaper 
credit due to its wors- 
ened ratings. The as- 
surance was given by 
the visiting ADB Presi- 
dent Masatsugu 
Asakawa during his in- 
teraction with Pak- 
istani authorities on 
Monday, The Express 
Tribune reported. pr 


nents 
Violence 
rages in PNG 
Bod 


Days of tribal violence 
in Papua New Guinea's 
mountainous interior 
have left more than 35 
people dead, a police 
official said on Tues- 
day. Police Assistant 
Commissioner Joseph 
Tondon in Enga prov 
ince said the death toll 
from violence blamed 
on illegal miners was 
still being assessed. 
“There was a fierce 
battle. It's estimated 
35-plus men were 
killed,” Tondon said. ae 


News from 


WORLD 


Halting Hezbollah 


Israel’s ‘war goal’ 


Vows to bring home residents evacuated from country’s north 


AP 
JERUSALEM 


Israel announced on Tues- 
day that halting Hezbollah’s 
attacks in the north in order 
to allow its residents to re- 
turn is now an official war 
goal, as the country consid- 
ers a wider military opera- 
tion that could ignite an all- 
out conflict. 

Israeli officials have re- 
peatedly threatened to take 
heavier military action to 
halt the near-daily attacks, 
which began shortly after 
the outbreak of the nearly 
yearlong Israel-Hamas war 
in Gaza. Israel has regularly 
launched airstrikes in re- 
sponse and has targeted and 
killed senior Hezbollah 
commanders. As recently as 
last month it appeared a 
full-blown war was immi- 
nent. 

The tit-for-tat strikes 
have displaced tens of thou- 
sands of people on both 
sides of the border. Hezbol- 
lah has said it would halt the 
attacks if there is a ceasefire 
in Gaza, but those talks have 
repeatedly bogged down. 
The United States has 
pressed for restraint even as 
it has rushed military aid to 
Israel, warning its close ally 
that a wider war would not 
achieve its goals. 

Israeli media have mean- 
while reported that Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu is considering firing 
Defence Minister Yoav Gal- 
lant and replacing him with 
a politician seen as far more 
hawkish. That would be the 


Smoke billows from the site of an Israeli strike on the southern Lebanese village of Taybeh. —Photo:AFP 


Israeli military actions frustrate US 


UNITED NATIONS: The US 
ambassador to the United 
Nations on Monday ac- 
cused Israel’s military of 
striking schools, humani- 
tarian workers and civil- 
ians in Gaza in a sign of 
growing American frustra- 
tion with its close ally as 
the war approaches its 
first anniversary. Israel has 
repeatedly said it targets 


biggest leadership shakeup 
in Israel since Hamas’ Octo- 
ber 7 attack triggered the 
war in Gaza and set off 
wider regional tensions. The 
announcement on Lebanon 
came after Israel’s security 


Trump blames 
Biden, Harris for 
assassination plot 


WASHINGTON 


Launching a fiery attack 
against Democrats, former 
US President Donald 
Trump said that President 
Joe Biden and Vice-Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris’ 
“rhetoric” is responsible for 
the second assassination at- 
tempt against him since 
July, media reported. 
Trump said that the sus- 
pected gunman “acted” on 
the “highly inflammatory 
language” of Democrats, 
CNN reported. 

The Republican nomi- 
nee’s sharp remarks came a 
day after he escaped an at- 
tack at International Golf 
Club in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. During an inter- 
view with Fox News, the 
former President said that 
the suspect “believed the 
rhetoric of Biden and Har- 
ris, and he acted on it”. 
Trump added, “Their rheto- 
ric is causing me to be shot 
at, when I am the one who is 
going to save the country, 
and they are the ones that 
are destroying the country 
— both from the inside and 
out.” He pointed to com- 
ments made by Biden and 
Harris that Trump is a 
threat to democracy, ac- 
cording to Fox News Digi- 
tal, and said, “These are 
people that want to destroy 
our country.” He said that 
Biden and Harris, “They are 
the real threat. They use 
highly inflammatory lan- 
guage,” Trump said. “I can 
use it too ‘far better than 
they can’ but I don’t,” he 
added. 

Harris, her running mate 
and Minnesota Governor 
Tim Walz, and Biden all 
quickly expressed relief that 
a person suspected of plan- 
ning to target Trump at one 
of his Florida golf courses 
was spotted before he could 
get off a shot and that the 
former President was safe. 
Harris said she was briefed 
on the incident and wrote 
on social media: “I am glad 
he is safe. Violence has no 


Says he will 
‘get along 
well with 
China’ 


NEW YORK: Former US 
President Donald 
Trump has said that he 
will “get along well 
with China” and did not 
think that nations and 
others like Russia are 
the “enemies” that 
President Biden’s ad- 
ministration considers 
them. “I think we'll get 
along great with 
China,” the Republican 
presidential candidate 
said on Monday during 
an online interview on 
X Spaces that again 
brought out his foreign 
policy ambivalence and 
his mercurial approach 
to policy. ans 


place in America.” Biden 
and Harris have both argued 
Trump presents a clear 
threat to US democracy. 
When Biden began his 2024 
campaign which he has 
since suspended, he pointed 
to the January 6, 2021, insur- 
rection at the US Capitol 
that Trump incited and ar- 
gued Trump was “willing to 
sacrifice our democracy, put 
himself in power”. Harris 
has argued Trump is a 
“threat to our democracy 
and fundamental freedoms”. 

The suspected gunman, 
Ryan Wesley Routh, pos- 
sessed an AK-47-style rifle 
pointing through the chain- 
link fence out towards the 
green, a go-pro camera, and 
two backpacks. Routh es- 
caped from the spot but 
was pulled over and ar- 
rested on I-95, according to 
Fox News report. Follow- 
ing the shooting incident 
near his Florida Golf 
Course on Sunday, former 
US President Trump said 
that he is absolutely “safe 
and well”. ans 


Hamas militants, who 
often hide with civilians 
and use them as human 
shields, in retaliation for 
the October 7 attacks in 
southern Israel that killed 
about 1,200 people and 
launched the war in Gaza. 
US Ambassador Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield was 
unusually outspoken 
against the Israeli military 


Cabinet met late into the 
night. It said the Cabinet has 
“updated the objectives of 
the war” to include safely re- 
turning the residents of the 
north to their homes. “Israel 
will continue to act to im- 


at a UN Security Council 
meeting, saying many of 
the strikes in recent weeks 
that injured or killed UN 
personnel and humanitar- 
ian workers “were pre- 
ventable”. Many council 
members cited last week’s 
Israeli strike on a civilian 
shelter in which 18 people 
killed, including women 
and children. ae 


plement this objective,” it 
said. US envoy Amos 
Hochstein, who has made 
several visits to Lebanon 
and Israel to try to ease ten- 
sions, met with Netanyahu 
on Monday. 


Hezbollah men among 9 
killed as pagers explode 


Group blames Israel for sophisticated, 


remote attack; 
BEIRUT 
Hundreds of handheld 


pagers exploded near-si- 
multaneously across 
Lebanon and in parts of 
Syria on Tuesday, killing at 
least nine people, including 
members of the militant 
group Hezbollah and a girl, 
and wounding the Iranian 
ambassador, government 
officials said. 

Officials pointed the fin- 
ger at Israel in what ap- 
peared to bea sophisticated, 
remote attack that wounded 
more than 2,700 people at a 
time of rising tensions acr 
oss the Lebanon border. The 
Israeli military declined to 
comment. 

A Hezbollah official who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity said that the new 
brand of handheld pagers 
used by the group first 
heated up, then exploded, 
killing at least two of its 
members and wounding 
others. Lebanon’s Health 
Minister Firas Abiad said at 
least nine people were killed 
and 2,750 wounded — 200 
of them critically. 

Iranian state-run IRNA 
news agency said that the 
country’s ambassador, Mo- 
jtaba Amani, was superfi- 
cially wounded by an ex- 
ploding pager and was being 
treated at a hospital. Photos 
and videos from Beirut’s 
southern suburbs circulat- 
ing on social media and in 
local media showed people 
lying on the pavement with 
wounds on their hands or 
near their pants pockets. 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah previously 
warned the group’s mem- 


6 PERISH IN PORTUGAL WILDFIRES 


over 2,700 people injured 


Police officers inspect a car in which a hand-held pager 
exploded in Beirut on Tuesday. — Photo:AP 


bers not to carry cellphones, 
saying that they could be 
used by Israel to track their 
movements and to carry out 
targeted strikes. 

Lebanon’s Health Min- 
istry called on all hospitals 
to be on alert to take in 
emergency patients and for 
people who own pagers to 
get away from them. It also 
asked health workers to 
avoid using wireless de- 
vices. Photographers at area 
hospitals said the emer- 
gency rooms were over- 
loaded with patients, many 
of them with injuries to their 
limbs, some in serious con- 
dition. The state-run Na- 
tional News Agency said 
hospitals in southern 
Lebanon, the eastern Bekaa 
Valley and Beirut’s southern 
suburbs — all areas where 
Hezbollah has a strong pres- 
ence — had called on people 
to donate blood of all types. 
The news agency reported 
that in Beirut’s southern 
suburbs and other areas “the 
handheld pagers system 
was detonated using ad- 
vanced technology, and 


A firefighter watches as wildfire rages on at Ribeira de Fraguas, Albergaria-a-Velha in Aveiro, Portugal. According to officials, 
six people were killed and over hundreds fled their homes. — Photo: AFP 


o 


Pakistani artist Tinds his ‘lost’ 
works displayed on TV serial 


KARACHI 


he Sindh govern- 
ment has formed a 
two-member com- 


mittee after a Pakistani 
artist claimed that his 
paintings, which were 
supposedly lost/stolen 
seven years back, were 
displayed in a drama se- 
rial on television. Artist 
Seffy Soomro said he im- 
mediately contacted the 
relevant authorities at the 
Sindh and Karachi Cul- 
tural Department, who 
had told him in 2017 that 
his works were either lost 
or stolen after an exhibi- 
tion held at the Frere Hall 
here. 

Soomro had made the 
paintings as part of a the- 
sis for the University of 
Sindh’s Fine Arts Depart- 
ment, underscoring the 
personal and academic 
value they held, Soomro 
said over the telephone 
on Tuesday and added, “I 


Soomro came 
across his works 
while watching an 
ongoing popular 
drama serial star- 
ring two big actors 


have proof of this.” He 
came across his works 
while watching an ongo- 
ing popular drama serial 
starring two big actors, 
Hania Aamir and Fahad 
Mustafa. “Imagine my 
feelings when I see my 
paintings on the wall dur- 
ing a drama serial,” 
Soomro said. 

“Thad sent them for an 
exhibition in 2017 and de- 
spite reminders never got 
them back and was even- 
tually told they were lost. 
I was not even compen- 
sated for them,” Soomro, 
who belongs and resides 
in Ghotki in Sindh, said. 


The artist also posted a 
message on Facebook nar- 
rating his ordeal: “As- 
salam o Alikum... ’m 
Seffy Soomro from Da- 
harki, district Ghotki. ’m 
an artist. In 2017, I gave 
my paintings to Frere Hall 
for an exhibition. After 
the exhibition was over, I 
asked for them back. 
However, I was told that 
my paintings couldn’t be 
found. After a while, I 
gave up thinking perhaps 
they were, in fact, lost. 
After all, we’re all 
human,” he said in the 
message. 

However, the company 
which produced the TV 
drama distanced itself 
from any wrongdoing. 
“We want to clarify that 
the location used for the 
scene in question and the 
assets, including the 
paintings, were rented by 
us for the shootings,” a 
statement from produc- 
tion company said. pr 


dozens of injuries were re- 
ported.” The Hezbollah of- 
ficial who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorised to 
speak to the media said the 
explosions were the result 
of “a security operation that 
targeted the devices.” “The 
enemy (Israel) stands be- 
hind this security incident,” 
the official said, without 
elaborating. He added that 
the new pagers that Hezbol- 
lah members were carrying 
had lithium batteries that 
apparently exploded. 
Lithium batteries, when 
overheated, can smoke, melt 
and even catch on fire. 
Rechargeable lithium bat- 
teries are used in consumer 
products ranging from cell- 
phones and laptops to elec- 
tric cars. Lithium battery 
fires can burn up to 590 C 
(1,100 F). The incident 
comes at a time of height- 
ened tensions between 
Lebanon and Israel. The 
Lebanese militant group 
Hezbollah and Israel have 
been clashing near-daily for 
more than 11 months. ap 


“Imran’s 
military trial 
not on cards” 


ISLAMABAD 


The Pakistan government 
informed the High Court 
that jailed former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s mil- 
itary trial is not under con- 
sideration, days after the 
court sought clarification 
over the uncertainty sur- 
rounding the issue. 

Khan, 71, had filed a peti- 
tion in the Islamabad HC 
against the possibility of his 
military trial in connection 
with cases registered 
against him over his in- 
volvement in May 9, 2023 
violence in which support- 
ers of his PTT allegedly at- 
tacked military installations 
following his arrest. The 
IHC had asked the govern- 
ment to clarify the uncer- 
tainty over the issue. pri 


Meta bans Russian 
state media outlets 


LONDON 


Meta said it’s banning Rus- 
sia state media organisa- 
tions from its social media 
platforms, alleging that the 
outlets used deceptive tac- 
tics to amplify Moscow’s 
propaganda. The announce- 
ment drew a rebuke from 
the Kremlin on Tuesday. 
The company, which owns 
Facebook, WhatsApp and 
Instagram, said that it will 
roll out the ban over the 
next few days in an escala- 
tion of its efforts to counter 
Russia’s covert influence 
operations. 

“After careful considera- 
tion, we expanded our on- 
going enforcement against 
Russian state media outlets: 
Rossiya Segodnya, RT and 
other related entities are 
now banned from our apps 
globally for foreign interfer- 
ence activity,” Meta said in 
a prepared = statement. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov lashed out, saying 
that “such selective actions 
against Russian media are 


unacceptable,” and_ that 
“Meta with these actions 
are discrediting them- 
selves.” “We have an ex- 
tremely negative attitude 
towards this. And this, of 
course, complicates the 
prospects for normalizing 
our relations with Meta,” 
Peskov said during his daily 
conference call. 


Doctors Without Borders 
closes ops 

Doctors Without Borders 
said that it closed operations 
in Russia after 32 years, cit- 
ing a Justice Ministry letter 
that said the medical aid 
group had been removed 
from a register of foreign 
nongovernmental organisa- 
tions. The aid group, also 
known by its French lan- 
guage name Medecins Sans 
Frontieres and acronym 
MSF, said it would retain its 
branch office in Moscow, 
but operations - run by its 
Dutch affiliate - have 
stopped. It was MSF 
Netherlands whose regis- 
tration was withdrawn. ap 
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STREAMING NOW 


6 Cricket: SL vs NZ, 
a 1st Test Day 1,10 
am on Sony Sports 
I) Ten5 


Football: UCL, 
Club Brugge vs 
Dortmund, 12.30 
am (Thursday) on 
Sony Sports Ten 5 


Man City vs Inter, 12.30 am (Thurs- 
day) on Sony Sports Ten2 &3 


PSG vs Girona, 12.20 am (Thurs- 
day) on Sony Sports Ten1 


KARACHI 

ICC to review 
arrangements 
for CT in Pak 


V 


A five-member delega- 
tion of the Interna- 
tional Cricket Council 
(ICC) will land in 
Karachi on Tuesday for 
an inspection visit for 
next year’s Champions 
Trophy in Pakistan. Top 
officials of ICC’s Events 
and Security Depart- 
ments and the General 
Manager Cricket and 
Production Manager 
are part of the delega- 
tion. The ICC delega- 
tion would discuss the 
tentative schedule of 
the tournament which 
was prepared. 


NEW DELHI 

Indian teams 
set for 
Pickleball WC 


V 


Two Indian teams com- 
prising a total of nine 
players have been se- 
lected to compete in 
the Pickleball World 
Cup in Lima, Peru from 
October 22-27. The In- 
dian team for Open cat- 
egory will be led by 
Dhiren Patel and will 
feature Himansh 
Mehta, Suraj Desai, 
Rakshika Ravi and 
Anshi Sheth. The Sen- 
iors 50 plus category 
will feature Nozer 
Amalsdiwala, Kiran 
Salian, Bela Kotwani 
and Sujay Parekh. 


CHANGZHOU 
Priyanshu 
bows out in 
opener 

vw 


Priyanshu Rajawat suf- 
fered a straight-game 
defeat to Canada’s 
Brian Yang as he made 
an opening-round exit 
from the China Open 
on Tuesday. The 22- 
year-old Indian went 
down 13-2116-21 to his 
Canadian opponent ina 
36-minute men’s 
round-of-32 contest of 
the Super 1000 tourna- 
ment. Rajawat, the 
world number 36, was 
a member of the Indian 
team that won the his- 
toric Thomas Cup title 
two years ago. 


NEW DELHI 
Strikers enter 
Handball 
League 

V 


The organisers of the 
Women’s Handball 
League on Tuesday an- 
nounced that Kolkata 
Thunder Strikers (KTS) 
will be one of the six 
teams in the upcoming 
edition. Kolkata Thun- 
der Strikers not only 
aims to redefine the 
traditional roles for 
women through the 
game of handball, it is 
dedicated to develop a 
strong, and competitive 
team that will strive to 
revive city-based sports 
teams in the state. 


CAUGHT IN ACTION 


Pittsburgh Pirates’ Yasmani Grandal (right) and St. Louis Cardinals’ Brendan Donovan in action in St Louis, Missouri.. — Photo: AFP 


No different strategy 


needed, says Rohit 


Indian skipper unfazed by B’desh’s recent success, confident on team’s approach 


PTI 
CHENNAI 


India skipper Rohit Sharma 
on Tuesday asserted that 
there is no need to devise a 
new strategy in the upcom- 
ing series against 
Bangladesh, despite their 
impressive recent triumph 
over Pakistan and the pres- 
ence of express pacer Nahid 
Rana in the visitors’ ranks. 

Bangladesh defeated Pak- 
istan 2-0 in their first win 
over the latter in a Test se- 
ries but Rohit did not read 
too much into it. “Every 
team wants to beat India. 
They take some pride in it. 
Let them have fun. Our job is 
to think about how to win 
the matches. We don’t pon- 
der about what the oppo- 
nent team is thinking about 
us,” said Rohit. 

“India has played cricket 
against almost every top 
team in the world. So, 
there’s no need to create a 
whole different strategy,” 
added Rohit. The Mum- 
baikar was also not worried 
about pacer Rana, who can 
comfortably touch 150 
clicks, but, rather than an in- 
dividual, Bangladesh team 
as a whole remained his 
focal point. 

“See, there will be a cou- 
ple of new guys in the side. 
But all you can do is think 
about them and move for- 
ward. The same would be 
the plan against Bangladesh, 
i.e. to focus on our game- 


Indian team captain Rohit Sharma addresses the media at the MA Chidambaram Stadium, in 


Chennai on Tuesday. — Photo: PTI 


play,” he noted. In that con- 
text, Rohit remarked that 
managing the workload of 
bowlers, particularly that of 
the pacers, will remain a top 
priority for him as the sea- 
son contains a total of 10 
Tests, including a high- 
value Border-Gavaskar se- 
ries against Australia from 
November. 

“You want your best play- 
ers to play all the games, but 
that’s not possible because 
there is so much cricket. It is 
not only Test cricket, there 
is a T20 cricket happening 


in the middle of the Test se- 
ries as well. So, you got to 
manage your bowlers 
around it. 

“We have laid out some 
plans, as to how we are 
going to manage these 
bowlers. But yeah, we have 
done that pretty well. Even 
when we played against 
England, we managed to 
give (Jjasprit) Bumrah one 
Test match off.” The captain 
was also excited to see some 
fresh talents like Yash Dayal 
and Akash Deep, both of 
them are part of the Indian 


CRICKET MELBOURNE CRICKET LODON 
Gillespie backs Aus MLC franchise 
bowlers ‘to do the job’ keen on signing 
against India Anderson: Report 


Australia’s formidable bowling 
attack featuring Pat Cummins, 
Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood 
and Nathan Lyon ‘can do the 
job’ against India in the Border- 
Gavaskar Trophy later this year, 
believes Jason Gillespie. “I will 
be backing them in and Iam 
sure they can do the job. They 
are the best bowlers in the coun- 
try. This quartet, including 
Nathon Lyon, is the best possible 
bowling attack that Australia 
can put out in the park, ”Gille- 
spie said. 


James Anderson could return to 
T20 cricket after a decade fol- 
lowing a Major League Cricket 
team’s interest in hiring his serv- 
ices for the upcoming 2025 sea- 
son. . “Senior figures with at 
least one MLC team have had 
their interest pricked by Ander- 
son’s comments last month 
about a return to white-ball 
cricket,” according to a ‘BBC 
Sports’ report. The franchise is 
looking to hire the services of 
Anderson for the third edition of 
the T20 league. 


team here, emerging and 
doing well in domestic com- 
petitions like Duleep Tro- 
phy. “We have got a lot of 
bowlers who are there for 
us. You know, we saw the 
Duleep Trophy, like some 
exciting prospects there as 
well,” he added. 

Rohit and the team man- 
agement will also have to 
keep some of the young tal- 
ents like Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
Sarfaraz Khan and Dhruv 
Jurel wrapped in cotton 
wool after experiencing 
some early success. 


FOOTBALL SYDNEY 


Sermanni named as 
interim coach of Aus 
women’s football team 


Tom Sermanni has been named 
interim head coach of the Aus- 
tralian women’s soccer team, his 
third time in charge of the Matil- 
das. Soccer Australia did not 
renew former head coach Tony 
Gustavsson’s contract after the 
Matildas failed to make it out of 
the group stage at the Olympics. 
It announced Sermanni’s ap- 
pointment on Tuesday as the 
federation searches for anew 
head coach. The 70-year-old will 
lead the team for next month’s 
international window. 


Rashmikaa pair secures 
upset win, enters quarters 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Hyderabad tennis player 
Shrivalli Rashmikaa 
Bhamidipaty and her Aus- 
tralian partner Tenika 
Mcgiffin registered an upset 
victory over third-seed Aus- 
tralian pair of Aiava Desta- 
nee and Hule Petra to ad- 
vance to the women’s 
doubles quarterfinals of the 
ITF Women’s World Ten- 
nis Tour, W75 Perth 
($60,000) Tennis Tourna- 
ment in Australia on Tues- 
day. In the pre-quarterfinal 
match, the Rashmikaa, 
Tenika pair dominated, 
winning 6-2, 6-2 to secure a 
spot in the last eight. 
RESULTS: Shrivalli Rashmikaa 
Bhamidipaty (IND)/Tenika 
Mcgiffin (AUS) bt Aiava 
Destanee (AUS)/Hule Petra 
(AUS) (3) 6-2, 6-2. 
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Shrivalli Rashmikaa Bhamidipaty (right) and Tenika Mcgiffin. 


B’desh coach 
hails India as 
top challenge 


CHENNAI: Bangladesh head 
coach Chandika Hathurus- 
ingha feels playing against 
cricketing powerhouse 
India will give his team a 
fair assessment of where it 
stands internationally, as 
he looks forward to relish- 
ing the challenge against 
Rohit Sharma’s side in the 
two-Test series commenc- 
ing on Thursday. 

Bangladesh are coming 
off a triumphant 2-0 away 
Test-series win against 
Pakistan, having annihi- 
lated the Shan Masood-led 
side by 10 wickets in the 
opening game, following 
which they won the second 
match by six wickets. 

Howver, India, currently 
leading the World Test 
Championship (WTC) table, 
are expected to pose a 
much stronger challenge to 
Bangladesh despite the 
eastern neighbours riding 
high on confidence. “We 
are encouraged by playing 
the best team in the world, 
and coming to India and 
playing against them is the 
best challenge you get 
nowadays. Playing against 
the best always gives you 
the perception of where 
you stand,” Hathurusingha 
said. pri 


Record prize 
money for 


Women’s 120 WC 


DUBAI 


In a landmark decision, the 
International Cricket Coun- 
cil on Tuesday announced 
equal prize money for men 
and Women in World Cups, 
starting with next month’s 
women’s T20 showpiece, 
the purse for which has 
been hiked by a staggering 
225 percent to $7.95 million. 

The winners of the 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
will walk away with $ 2.34 
million from this fund, a 134 
percent increase on the $ 
one million awarded to 
Australian women when 
they clinched the title in 
South Africa in 2023, said 
the ICC in a statement. 

Men’s T20 World Cup 
champions India had re- 
ceived $ 2.45 million in cash 
prize earlier this year. “The 
ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2024 will be the first 
ICC event where women 
will receive the same prize 
money as their male coun- 
terparts, marking a signifi- 
cant milestone in the sport’s 
history,” said the ICC. The 
decision ensures that the 
ICC reached its prize 
money equity target seven 
years ahead of its schedule 
for 2030. 

The runners-up at the 
showpiece event next 
month will get $1.17 million, 
an increase of 134 percent in 
comparison to the $500,000 
South Africa received for 
reaching the final on home 
soil at Newlands Cricket 
Ground. The two losing 
semi-finalists will earn $ 
675, 000 (up from $ 210 000 
in 2023), with the overall 


The winners of the 
Women’s T20 WC 
will receive $2.34 
million, a 134% 
increase from the 
previous edition 


prize pot totalling $ 
7,958,080, a massive in- 
crease of 225 percent from 
last year’s total fund of $ 
2.45 million. 

Each win during the 
group stages will see teams 
take home $ 31,154, while the 
six teams who fail to reach 
the semi-finals will share a 
pool of $ 1.35 million de- 
pending on their finishing 
positions. In comparison, 
the equivalent pool for the 
six teams in 2023 was $ 
180,000, shared equally. 
Teams who finish third or 
fourth in their group will 
take $ 270,000 each while 
the teams who finish fifth in 
their group will both re- 
ceive $ 135,000. 

“This move is in line with 
the ICC’s strategy to priori- 
tise the women’s game and 
accelerate its growth by 
2032. Teams will now re- 
ceive equal prize money for 
the equivalent finishing po- 
sition at comparable events 
as well as the same amount 
for winning a match at those 
events,” the ICC added. 

The ninth edition of the 
tournament will take place 
across two venues in the 
UAE — Dubai and Sharjah 
— from October 3 to 20. All 
group matches will be com- 
pleted before October 15. pti 
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GYMNASTICS NEW DELHI ATHLETICS NEW DELHI 
Jordan appeals in Swiss Double 1960 Olympic 
court to reclaim champion Otis Davis 
Olympic bronze dies at 92 


Two-time US Olympic gymnast 
Jordan Chiles has filed an appeal 
in the Federal Supreme Court of 
Switzerland to overturn a deci- 
sion by the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) that stripped her 
of her bronze medal in the 
women’s gymnastics floor event 
at the Paris Olympics. Chiles was 
initially given the bronze in the 
floor exercise at the Paris 
Olympics after an appeal over 
how the judges scored her routine 
was accepted and she moved up 
from fifth to third place. 


America’s Otis Davis, the 
Olympic champion in the 400 
meters and 4x400 relay at the 
1960 Olympics in Rome, has died 
at 92, University of Oregon said. 
“We are heartbroken to learn of 
the passing of Otis Davis, our 
first Olympic gold medalist. He 
was a two-time Olympic cham- 
pion (400, 4x400) at the 1960 
Games in Rome and is one of the 
icons featured on the tower at 
Hayward Field,” Oregon Track 
and Field posted on X late on 
Monday. 
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HYDERABAD 
Suhit wins 
online chess 


tournament 
V 


Suhit Ravikanti won 
the Brilliant Trophy 
Juniors Online Chess 
tournament on Tues- 
day. Suhit scored 9.5 
points from 12 rounds, 
while Harivardhan and 
Bharat Penumatsa got 
second and third 
places with 9 points 
each. Results: 1. Suhit 
Ravikanti, 2. Harivard- 
han, 3. Bharat Penu- 
matsa, 4. Anshuman 
Dey, 5.S D Sriharshini, 
7. Sahasra Rallabandi. 


MADRID 
La Liga: 
Vallecano 


beat Osasuna 
yy 


Abdul Mumin scored 
an early candidate for 
goal of the season as 
Rayo Vallecano came 
from behind to beat 
Osasuna 3-1 and record 
its first win in the 
Spanish league on 
Monday. In a game of 
great goals, Raul Garcia 
de Haro volleyed home 
from long range to put 
the visitors ahead after 
26 minutes. The sec- 
ond half, though, was 
all Rayo. 


MARGAO 


ISL: Murray 
wins it for 
Jamshedpur 
V 


Jordan Murray struck in 
stoppage time as 
Jamshedpur FC rallied 
to prevail over FC Goa 
2-1in their Indian Super 
League match on Tues- 
day. Jamshedpur FC's 
first goal was scored by 
Javier Siverio in the 
74th minute at the Pan- 
dit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in Fatorda. Ar- 
mando Sadiku (45+3') 
scored FC Goa's first 
goal of this edition. 


Horoscope 


ARIES 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
As Moon joins 


7) hands with Saturn 
CR in the area gov- 


erning discom- 

forts, your interests 
for the day would be limited to 
responsibilities at the work- 
place. You will work hard but 
you won't feel the hardness. 
There may be attempts to divert 
attention but you will not feel it 
as your mind would be revolving 
around work. The whole day, 
you will look determined. 


TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 

With Mars in debili- 
tation, you may 
feel that you have 
been given many 

responsibilities at 
the workplace. Feelings of being 
singled out by authorities may 
haunt and you may try to ex- 
plore reasons. Apart from being 
overburdened, you may witness 


someone pointing fingers at you 
finishing the tasks. 

You may be an ex- 
4) of certain intri- 
disappointment. With Mars still 
your assessment. Added to 
the flaws. Don’t do things ina 


saying that you have not fol- 
lowed standard procedures in 
GEMINI 
(May 22- June 21) 

cellent planner 

but overlooking 

cate details may 

delay your initiatives causing 
moving in debilitation zone, 
you may be overconfident of 
this, your impulsiveness may 
have forced you to overlook 
hurry. You need to study pros 
and cons thoroughly. 


News from 


SPORT 


HIGH ‘FIVE’ FOR 
TEAM INDIA 


Jugraj scores in team’s 1-0 victory over China to win 5th ACT title 


Victorious Indian team celebrates their Asian Champions Trophy triumph in Hulunbuir, China on Tuesday. 


PL 
HULUNBUIR 


A determined India claimed 
their fifth Hero Asian 
Champions Trophy title 
with a fighting 1-0 victory 
over hosts China here on 
Tuesday, completing a dis- 
play of absolute dominance 
in the tournament in which 
they won all their matches. 
Defender Jugraj Singh 
scored a rare field goal as 
the defending champions 
toiled hard before getting 
the better of their oppo- 
nents. It was not easy for the 
Harmanpreet  Singh-led 
India as they failed to break 
the Chinese defence in the 
first three quarters. Eventu- 
ally, Jugraj broke the dead- 
lock in the 5lst minute to 
hand the Paris Olympics 
bronze medallists the win 
against a resolute Chinese 
side, which was playing in 
only its second interna- 
tional tournament final. 
Before this, China’s only 
appearance in the final of an 
international tournament 
was in 2006 Asian Games, 
where they finished second- 
best after losing 1-3 to 
Korea. Earlier in the day, 
Pakistan defeated Korea 5-2 
to bag the third spot in the 
six-team competition. India, 
thus, became the most suc- 
cessful team in the tourna- 
ment’s history with a 
record-extending five titles. 
The Indians had previously 
achieved back-to-back titles 
in 2016 and 2018. Rewarding 
the team’s efforts, Hockey 


CANCER 
(June 22- July 22) 
You may have recov- 
J ered from the blues 
REY, of natural calamity 
7 that has troubled 
you in recent times. 
You may feel very confident of 
future planning and overcoming 
possible hurdles coming your 
way. It is good to develop such 
an attitude as negative thinking 
someone advises you to be 
extra cautious over health is- 
sues, take that in right spirit. 
(July 23-Aug. 23) 
It seems you have a 
© college-going son. 
time discussing is- 
sues related to his 
academic future. You may be 
his long-term career but make 
sure you are not pressurising 
him into accepting additional 
of friends may have forced him 
to change ideas and you need to 
comply. 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 
Competitive spirit 
~~ will keep you on 
Md may, perhaps, love 
some of the people 
around gaining into philosophi- 
self with others enjoying ir- 
refutable philosophical 
credentials. You may be sur- 
receiving for little work and it 
may force you to change your 
attitude temporarily. You may 


will keep you tied down. If 
LEO 
You may spend 

working in tune with plans for 
burden at this time. Experiences 
VIRGO 

/ high profile. You 
cal mode and comparing your- 
prised at the acclaim others are 
be on the right course. 


Rewarding the team’s efforts, Hockey 
India on Tuesday announced a cash prize 
of Rs 3 lakh for each player and Rs 1.5 lakh 
for each support staff member 


India on Tuesday an- 
nounced a cash prize of Rs3 
lakh for each player and Rs 
1.5 lakh for each support 
staff member. India started 
the contest as favourites, 
having defeated China 3-0 
in their opening league 
game, but the final turned 
out to be a very close affair. 
It was a keenly contested 
battle between the two 
sides in the first two quar- 
ters, even though India had 
better scoring chances. 

The Chinese defended 
deeply and troubled their ri- 
vals with brisk counterat- 
tacks. Raj Kumar Pal had the 
first shy at the goal for India 
but his effort was saved by 
Chinese goalkeeper Wang 
Weihao. Raj Kumar recov- 
ered well enough and 
earned India’s first penalty 
corner in the 10th minute 
with some brilliant stick 
work, which resulted in an- 
other set piece but skipper 
Harmanpreet was off target 
with the second try. 

Two minutes later, Ni- 
lakanta Sharma saw a sharp 
save from Wang and then, 
the Chinese goalkeeper 
showed brilliant reflexes to 
deny Sukhjeet Singh after 
being fed by Jugraj. Seconds 
from the end of the first 
quarter, India conceded a 


rae NY 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
~ _ With spiritual entity 
—-F~ Saturn moving in 
es a retrograde motion 
and squaring 
Jupiter, you may 
deem it fit to review activity of 
the past few days. Somebody 
might have entrusted you with 
one or two big responsibilities 
but you may feel you have erred 
somewhere and your work is 
flawed. You may now think of 
applying corrections to make 
your work acceptable. 
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Your love and affec- 
tions may be ad- 
versely affected. If 
Ss you are involved in 
love matters, you 
may run into disagreement of 
sorts. Misunderstandings and 
misconceptions may worry you 
and you may find it difficult to 
answer a plethora of questions 
from your loved one. Your prior- 
ity may revolve around winning 
back the love from your sweet- 
heart. 
SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
With Mars and 
Southern Node 
getting involved 
in square rela- 
tionship, you may 
keep thinking of domestic 
problems and adversaries re- 
peatedly. You may turn vio- 
lent in your thinking for a 
while but that wouldn’t last 
long. Your day will be marked 
by necessary and unneces- 
sary arguments with family 
members. You may look dis- 
turbed over certain things. 


penalty corner but Krishan 
Bahadur Pathak was alert in 
front of the goal. The script 
was the same in the second 
quarter with India enjoying 
most of the possession and 
China relying on counters. 

India pressed for goal in 
the face of a brilliant display 
of deep defending from 
China. The hosts didn’t 
panic and stayed calm when 
put under pressure by the 
Indians. In the 27th minute, 
Sukhjeet Singh secured a 
penalty corner but Harman- 
preet’s attempt hit the post, 
as China did enough to hold 
India goalless at halftime. 
The nimble-footed Chinese 
came out with renewed 
vigour after the change of 
ends, mounting a series of 
attacks. 

China secured their sec- 
ond penalty corner in the 
38th minute but the Indians 
defence was up to the task. 
The Chinese continued 
their aggressive intent, 
earning back-to-back 
penalty corners in the 40th 
minute but India goalkeeper 
Pathak was alert under the 
bar. The young Indian for- 
ward line, which produced a 
fine performance in the 
tournament, too had its 
chances and penetrated the 
Chinese defence on a num- 


J U B Sastry 


CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

You will find some- 
one highlighting 
your controversial 
decisions or ac- 

tions with a view to 

corner you. If you are a deci- 
sion-making authority in your 
organisation, the number of 
people objecting to your deci- 
sions may be on the rise and 
you may find yourself at a loss 
to explain things. What you 
think is logical may turn to be il- 
logical for them. 


AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
It seems you are in- 
i 4) volved in activity 
ce related to Govern- 
-) ment. The day will 
keep you satisfied in 
money matters. With Sun and 
Mercury controlling revenue 
matters from Virgo, you may re- 
ceive payments from official 
agencies. If you are expecting 
funds from your father, you may 
hear something good from him. 


Somehow, the expected money 
flow would be there. 

With your ruling 
SE, quarters receiv- 

ences, you may be 
back to old ways on key issues. 
fectly suits you. You might 
have given up certain habits 
day has high potential to re- 
store your old habits. Try to 


PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 
ing multiple 
malefic influ- 
You will also prove the saying 
that old habits die hard per- 
under pressure from family eld- 
ers or spouse recently but the 
keep off controversial hobbies. 


ber of occasions but failed 
to find the target. It required 
a brilliant burst from Har- 
manpreet to finally break 
the deadlock. The in-form 
India captain sneaked into 
the Chinese circle with 
some fine stick work and 
neatly passed the ball to fel- 
low defender Jugraj, who 
pushed it in past the opposi- 
tion goalkeeper, as India 
heaved a sigh of relief. With 
the home crowd backing 
them, China withdrew their 
goalkeeper for an extra field 
player four minutes from 
the hooter, but the Indians 
managed to keep the ball in 
their control and defended 
in numbers to emerge tri- 
umphant. 

India might have had an 
unbeaten run but chief 
coach Craig Fulton said the 
campaign was not easy for 
the young side. “It was 
tough for us, the good one in 
the end. We had to work 
hard, it was a really good 
fight. Seven games and we 
played some good hockey 
but we just couldn’t score 
tonight but we got the result 
in the end,” Fulton said. 

Fulton said the last two 
months have been a roller- 
coaster for him as well as 
the team. “It has been a 
roller-coaster, Paris and 
what happened there and 
just eight days with the fam- 
ily. “To come here with a 
young group and some new 
players, the boys were tired 
but we found a way and 
that’s always the sign of a 
good team,” he said. 


COMIC STRIPS 


CALVIN & HOBBES 


IS CALNIN {XES, HE'S 
ASLEEP > / SNUGGLED UP 
WITH HOBBES. 


New look PSG eye 
European glory 


Begin new UCL era without superstars 


PARIS 


For more than a decade, 
Paris Saint-Germain’s 
Qatari owners have spent 
lavishly to attract big stars. 
Their goal was to make the 
club profitable, to erase the 
amateurish image of a side 
often associated with hooli- 
gans, and to build a compet- 
itive team capable of win- 
ning the Champions League. 

With unprecedented rev- 
enues surpassing 800 mil- 
lion euros ($890 million) for 
the first time last year, they 
have managed to build solid 
growth. They also suc- 
ceeded in ridding their sta- 
dium of the violence that 
often made the atmosphere 
at the Parc des Princes so 
tense and hostile. They also 
managed to bring the 
biggest names to Paris. The 
likes of Zlatan Ibrahimovic, 
Lionel Messi, Neymar and 
Kylian Mbappé at times of- 
fered a glimpse of the possi- 
bility of winning Europe’s 
biggest tournament. 

But the Champions 
League crown remained a 
distant dream. The super- 
stars have all now left the 
Parc des Princes, and it 
might sound paradoxical, 
but the club may be better 


PSG captain Marquinhos 
during a training session. 


equipped in its quest for 
continental glory. “The 
coach is leading us more 
and more towards his phi- 
losophy, it’s more and more 
soccer based on a collective 
philosophy. We’re moving 
in that direction,” PSG cap- 
tain Marquinhos said on 
Tuesday. “Even if there are 


not any big names or stars, 
we are ready to go for big 
achievements.” Following 
the exits of Messi to Inter 
Miami and Neymar to Saudi 
Arabia team Al-Hilal in pre- 
vious years, the departure of 
Mbappé to Real Madrid this 
summer marked the end of 
an era at PSG, where relying 
on the individual skills of 
star players. 

The big hole left by 
Mbappé was not filled by 
yet another superstar. In- 
stead, coach Luis Enrique 
insisted on moulding what 
he had. Enrique’s project 
makes sense: Mbappé can’t 
be duplicated but he could 
be replaced by a handful of 
attacking players capable of 
scoring as much, or more, 
than the France captain did. 

Enrique, who has used 21 
players in four French 
league games so far.Enrique 
asked for the recruitment of 
less-known but excellent 
players in every sector to 
create competition and have 
second options at every po- 
sition. It could be even more 
crucial this season as the 
Champions League’s new 
format will see more teams 
playing more games. PSG 
starts on Wednesday against 
Spanish side Girona. ap 


Prem stars with six-wicket 
haul in HCA’s U-19 Jr Zonals 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Gone Prem excelled with 
the ball, picking up six wick- 
ets in Team E’s three wicket 
victory over Team B in the 
HCA Men’s U-19 Junior 
Zonals (Vinoo Mankad Tro- 
phy Probables) in Hyder- 
abad on Tuesday. 

Prem’s impressive bowl- 
ing led his team to bowl out 
Team B for 223 in 36.5 overs, 
despite Yashaswi’s 85 and 
Ayaan Mohd Ahmed’s 63 
runs. Later, Team E reached 
the target in 47 overs, with 
Karan Patanayak top-scor- 
ing with 61. 

BRIEF SCORES: HCA Men’s 
Senior Zonals (Multi Day): 
Team Yellow 257 & 118/3 in 
40 overs (Jairam Kashyap 
39, Vidyananda Reddy 3/37) 
vs Team Purple 197/10 in 
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Gone Prem 


58.1 overs (Alankrit Agarwal 
46, Karthikeya Kak 2/54, 
Rishab Baslas 6/56); Team 
Orange 330 in 89.3 overs & 
(M Sai Karthikeya 33 no, 
Ajay Dev Goud 4/49, CTL 
Rakshann Readdi 2/91) & 
28/1 in 6 overs vs Team 
Blue 318/10 in 78.3 overs 
(Buddhi Rahul 184, M Sai 
Karthikeya 6/74); HCA 
Men’s U-19 Junior Zonals: 


THE (DEA OF SOME CRAZY 
STRANGER GOING THROUGH 
COUR HOUSE... BRRRR 

T WSU ZT HAD A BIG 
STUFFED ANIMAL TO 
FEEL SAFE WITH. 


IN A COUPLE OF © 
MONTHS ILL BE 
HEAPING TO THE 


P POLLS. 
Wn 815 HOURS, 
TO BE EXACT. 


KNOW. MAYBE 
THEY WERE 

SCARED TO 

LEAVE. 


= PANT OY ...ALL OF THESE “=== 
MONTHS uP HERE... Wmr acu pipe « 


THE RADIATION, 
THE MAGNETIC 
FIELDS... 


ORDERED ¥ 
TO STAY. 4 CLEAR UP AHEAD. 
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THEY JUST STAY 
HERE WHILE THEY 
TURNED INTO... 


OR 


“aAsesal Si4Bu PLO, ‘dul ‘ajeaipukg sainjeay Bury Aq 207: 
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Team C 255/9 in 50 overs 
(Siddharth Rao 68, M 
Karthik 63) bt Team D 
205/78 in 50 overs (SM Hus- 
sain 69 no, A Sai Chandra 
51, D Manish 3/34); Team B 
223 in 36.5 overs (Ayaan 
Mohd Ahmed 63, Yashaswi 
85,Gone Prem 6/48) lost to 
Team E 227/7 in 47 overs (P 
Koushik 43, Karan Patnayak 
61, Divesh Bajaj 4/43); 
Team A 287/8 in 50 overs 
(Aaron George 91, Anudeep 
Javvaji 85, D Abhiram 2/38, 
Pradhipan J 3/50) bt Team F 
148 in 41.1 overs (Pradhipan 
J 39, Kankshith Reddy 3/25, 
Jayanth Reddy 3/28); HCA 
Women’s Seniors & U-23 
Zonals (T20): Team D 93/8 
in 20 overs (J Pujasree 
22no, K Rajit ha 2/6, CS Sad- 
hvi 2/18) lost to Team B 
95/2 in 12.3 overs (Chadra- 
smitha Rao 36 no). 


“, So WHAT Do 
Z SET TO 


HANG ON ee 
TO IT. IF THERE'S 


MORE OF THESE 
GU 


I MIGHT 


or 
yet 
TelanganaToday 


Wednesday 
September 18, 2024 


HYDERABAD 


PUNJABI FILM DEBUT 


Nimrit to star 
opposite Guru 


Nimrit Kaur Ahluwalia is all set 
to make her Punjabi film debut 
in the movie christened 
Shaunki Sardar opposite sen- 
sation Guru Randhawa 


PHOTO UPDATE 


AFTER THIRD CHILD 


Cardi on 
postpartum 


Cardi B is making sure to ap- 


proach her postpartum jour- 

ney differently. She opened up 
about how her mindset is dif- 
ferent during postnatal period 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES VIBES 


POST JURY INDICTMENT 


Sean arrested 
in New York 


Months after being accused of 
sexual assault, rapper Sean 
‘Diddy’ Com was arreste i 
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KAREENA COMPLETES 


25 YEARS IN CINEMA 


PVR INOX ANNOUNCES KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN FESTIVAL 


ultiplex chain PVR 

INOX Pictures has 

curated a film festival 

to celebrate the 25 

years of Bollywood 
star Kareena Kapoor Khan in cin- 
ema. Titled ‘PVR INOX celebrates 
25 Years of Kareena Kapoor Khan 
Festival’ is a week-long film festival 
that will run over 30 cinemas halls 
in 15 cities from September 20 to 
September 27. 

Kareena, who made her debut in 
2000 with JP Dutta’s cross-border 
love story ‘Refugee’, shared the an- 
nouncement on her official Insta- 
gram page on Monday night. “The 
blood in my veins, the magic on 
screen... my job I love... the fire 
within... here’s to the next 25. 
Thank you to @pvrcinemas_offi- 
cial & @inoxmovies for curating 
this beautiful festival... so humbled 
(sic),” she wrote. 

The release of her latest film “The 
Buckingham Murders’, directed by 
Hansal Mehta, serves as a prelude 
to the gala. 


Ritika’s ‘Bench 
Life’ role inspired 
by real life story 


itika Singh, who is 

seen as Meenakshi in 

the web show ‘Bench 
Life’ has revealed the ac- 
tual inspiration behind her 
character. 

Speaking about her role’s 
inspiration, Ritika, who 
made her acting debut 
alongside R Madhavan, 
with the leading role in 
bilingual film ‘Irudhi Sut- 
tru/Saala Khadoos’, shared: 
“My character’s arc in 
‘Bench Life’ is our director 
Manasa Sharma’s real life 
story. She was a living ex- 
ample right in front of me.” 

“To see her go from a 
software engineer to di- 
recting her own series was 
so inspiring. It makes me 
very happy to see women 
chase their dreams and 
keep their passion alive, by 
following where their heart 
takes them and fully com- 
mitting to it. One needs to 
be really brave to be able to 
defy the societal norms, 
she said. ans 


TO MARK THE OCCASION 


The line-up includes ‘Asoka’ 
(2001) by Santosh Sivan, ‘Chameli’ 
(2003) by Sudhir Mishra, Jab We 
Met’ (2007) by Imtiaz Ali, ‘Kabhi 
Khushi Kabhie Gham’ (2001) by 
Karan Johar, and ‘Omkara’ (2006) 
by Vishal Bhardwaj. Kareena will 
officially announce the festival on 
Wednesday at PVR INOX Lido 
Cinema, Mumbai. During the event, 
she will also discuss the curated 
films and share insights into her 25- 
year career. 

Kareena said the last two 
decades have been exhilarating and 
seem like yesterday. “It feels fan- 
tastic to be a part of an industry that 
I love dearly and an industry that 
has given so much to me. I would 
like to express my gratitude to- 
wards all my directors, producers, 
and colleagues who’ve been part of 
my journey,” the actor said in a 
statement. “I am honoured and look 
forward to the film festival curated 
by PVRINOX. It is exciting to think 
that through the film festival people 
of all generations will get to experi- 


ence these amazing films, and I can 
relive the memories tied to these 
wonderful films. I’m eagerly look- 
ing forward to the audience’s reac- 
tion to the film festival,” she added. 

The festival will be hosted across 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai, 
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Gurugram, 
Noida, Pune, Chandigarh, Luc- 
know, Jaipur, Indore, Hyderabad, 
Bhubaneswar, and Trivandrum. 

Niharika Bijli, PVR INOX Ltd, 
said the upcoming gala reflects the 
company’s commitment to pre- 
serving the rich legacy of Indian 
films and offering a unique cine- 
matic experience. “Kareena Kapoor 
Khan is a rare artiste who has con- 
sistently challenged conventions 
and delivered powerful perform- 
ances over the last 25 years. Her 
work has not only entertained but 
also inspired generations of actors 
and cinephiles. We are delighted to 
host this festival in her honour and 
to bring her most memorable roles 
back to the big screen for fans to 
enjoy,” Bijli added. eri 


Japan celebrates record 
Emmy wins for ‘Shogun’ 


apan erupted with joy 

Monday as the samurai 

series ‘Shogun’ won a 
fecord 18 Emmys for its first 
season. It took home prizes 
including Outstanding 
Drama Series, as star and 
co-producer Hiroyuki 
Sanada became the first 
Japanese actor to win the 
Emmy for best lead actor in 
a dramatic series. Co-star 
Anna Sawai won best ac- 
tress in a dramatic series, 
also a first for Japan. 

“You did it. You did it. 
Congratulations,” Takashi 
Yamazaki, director of 
‘Godzilla Minus One’, wrote 
on social media. People fol- 
lowed the awards live as the 
wins made national head- 
lines. Entertainment media 
Oricon proudly reported 
that a work whose spoken 
lines were mostly in the 
Japanese language “made 
Emmy history”. “The grand 
scale of Hollywood com- 
bined with the high quality of 
the production, including 
costuming, props and man- 
nerisms; the collaboration 


between the Japanese pro- 
fessional team, headed by 
producer Sanada, and the 
local production team; as 
well as the acting that deliv- 
ered a strong sense of reality, 
all came together,” it said. 
Actor Kento Kaku, who 


Sana instrumental 
in execution of 
Mukerjea’s docu 


ormer ‘Bigg Boss 17’ 

contestant Sana Raees 

Khan has spoken about 
her work and how she was 
instrumental in the execu- 
tion of Indrani Mukerjea’s 
documentary tilted ‘The In- 
drani Mukerjea Story: 
Buried Truth’. 

For Sana, facing the cam- 
era for the documentary 
was very easy. “It was very 
easy for me as I am used to 
facing the camera ever 
since I joined the profes- 
sion, I have always been a 
media face owing to the 
high profile cases that I han- 
dle and moreover, I was 
playing myself in the docu- 
mentary defending my 
client,” Sana said. 

“I fought relentlessly 
for my client Indrani 
Mukerjea to secure 
her bail and I am in- 
strumental in the 
execution of the 
documentary. I get 
appreciated for my 
experimental na- 
ture and this docu- 
mentary gave me na- 
tional as well as 
international recogni- 
tion,” she added. 

Sana gained the spot- 
light after she partici- 
pated in the Salman 
Khan-hosted contro- 
versial reality show 
‘Bigg Boss 17’. 

Does she plan to do 
any reality show? “I 
am not keen on 
doing any reality 
show as of now 
but you will be 
seeing me on 
screen,” she 


Pamela to receive 
Golden Eye Award 


ollywood star 
Pamela Anderson 


bittersweet homage to a 
dancer in the twilight of her 


will be honoured 
with the Golden Eye Award 
at the 19th Zurich Film Fes- 
tival for her versatile career, 
the organisers announced 
on Tuesday. 

Anderson, known for her 
work in popular drama se- 
ries ‘Baywatch’ and films 
‘Barb Wire’, ‘Blonde and 
Blonder’, and ‘Scary Movie 
3’, will receive the award in 
person on October 4 at the 
Zurich Convention Centre 
before presenting her latest 
film ‘The Last Showgirl’ to- 
gether with director Gia 
Coppola. Anderson is re- 
ceiving positive reviews for 
her role as Shelley, the 50- 
year-old showgirl who dis- 
covers her long-running 
show is coming to a close. 

Billed as a touching and 


career with this nocturnal 
Las Vegas film, ‘The Last 
Showgirl’ also stars Jamie 
Lee Curtis. It recently had 
its world premiere at the 
Toronto International Film 
Festival. 

Christian Jungen, artistic 
director of the Zurich Film 
Festival, said Anderson 
has poured her heart and 
soul into the character of 
Shelley. 

“She completely im- 
mersed herself in her char- 
acter, turned Shelley’s inner 
life inside out with her fa- 
cial expressions and made 
sure that we sympathised 
with her. A terrific perform- 
ance, perhaps the best of 
her career, which deserves 
an Oscar nomination,” Jun- 
gen said in a statement. pri 


said. Sana said that life has 
been amazing profession- 
ally and personally for her. 
“I was felicitated with an 
award for my work at the 
British Parliament in the 
UK and being occupied pro- 
fessionally with my firm 
SRK Legal and handling the 
most challenging cases of 

the coun- 
try,” she 
added. 


IANS 


starred in the 2024 series 
‘Like a Dragon: Yakuza’, said 
he was feeling inspired to 
pursue Hollywood dreams. 
“After seeing how cool 
that was, who’s not going to 
want to take up the chal- 
lenge,” he wrote on X. ap 


Emmy Awards 
ratings up 
more than 50% 


he Emmys telecast 

on ABC _ reached 

nearly 7 million 
viewers, a jump of more 
than 50 per cent from the 
record low of the last cere- 
mony in January and the 
biggest audience since 
2021, according to numbers 
released Monday by the 
network. 

Sunday night’s 76th 
Primetime Emmy Awards, 
in which ‘Shogun’, ‘Hacks’ 
and ‘Baby Reindeer’ won 
top awards, was back in its 
traditional mid-September 
spot after the rare January 
ceremony that was delayed 
four months by Holly- 
wood’s strikes. That show, 
which aired on Fox, 
reached a record low audi- 
ence of 4.3 million viewers. 

ABC said Monday that 
the Sunday night show, 
hosted by Eugene and Dan 
Levy, reached 6.87 million 
viewers, a jump of 54 per 
cent despite competition 
from NFL football. 

The height-of-the-pan- 
demic Emmys in 2020 on 
ABC, with no in-person au- 
dience and remote nomi- 
nees, set a new low at the 
time with 6.1 million view- 
ers. The show bounced 
back the following year 
with 7.4 million for CBS 
with help from an NFL 
game lead-in. 

But NBC’s 2022 telecast 
dropped to 5.9 million, fol- 
lowed by the further de- 
cline in January of this 
year. 

The Emmys telecast ro- 
tates annually between the 
four broadcast networks. 
The last time the Emmys 
reached more than 10 mil- 
lion viewers was 2018, 
when it drew in 10.2 mil- 
lion. ins 


Tanya on being part 
of Badall Pe Paon Hai 


he ‘Chak De! India’ 

fame actor Tanya 

Abrol, who has been 
roped in by the makers to 
play Laali in ‘Badall Pe Paon 
Hai’ shared a sweet coinci- 
dence of saying yes to the 
show. 

Tanya played the charac- 
ter of Balbir Kaur in Shah 
Rukh Khan’s sports film 
‘Chak De India’. She’s now 
playing the character of 
Laali in ‘Badall Pe Paon Hai’ 
which is one of the songs 
from ‘Chak De India’. 

Currently shooting in 
Punjab, Tanya shared: “For 
me the title is the line of the 
song from my debut film. 
How could I not do this 
show? Laaliis a very uncon- 
ventional character and the 
perfect tadka to bring in the 
story. I felt I am the perfect 
cast for it and felt motivated 
to do it.” 

Laali is someone who 
keeps doing video calls to 
check on her husband. Does 


Tanya follow her footsteps? 
“T am all for video calls. But 
my husband hates video 
calls. My parents and 
brother video call me al- 
most everyday. And he says 
‘T don’t know what changes 
in 24 hours that you have to 
look at each other’s faces’. 
Slowly, Iam bringing him to 
the other side trying to nor- 
malise video calls. I doubt it 
would happen though,” she 
said. Tanya, who has been 
part of shows like ‘Best of 
Luck Nikki’ and ‘Palampur 
Express’, also shared the 
difference she has noticed 
on Indian television. 

She said: “Without minc- 
ing words I must say the 
time was different. The 
popularity of shows was 
many times more. There 
was an era where TV was 
on top, number one for en- 
tertainment. Now with the 
OTT platforms and many 
more options available I do 
think it’s not the same.” 1ans 


